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Did you make a New Year’s resolution 
for 2022? Perhaps you resolved to eat 
healthier, write a novel or memoir, learn 
a language, convert old family photos to 
digital, get to know someone new, spend 
less time using social media, or volunteer 
your time. How’s it going?  

After a month of firm resolve, is your 
interest starting to wane? Do you need 
some new ideas to keep you engaged? 
Our December “Twelve Days of Library 
Christmas” video featured great 
harmonious ways to use the library in 
2022: used book sales, storytime for kids, 
tasty cafe food, Library of Things, flight 
simulator, convenient drive-up window, 
and checkout karaoke! If you missed 
the music video, you can still watch it at 
gepl.org/12-days.

Eat Healthier 
Dig in to a commitment to eat healthier 
with 3,379 options from Hoopla about 
healthy eating, including Eat to Cheat 
Dementia (ebook), Raising a Healthy, 
Happy Eater (audiobook), and Eating In 
with Lidia (Television).  

Write a Novel or Memoir 
Learn more about writing and publishing 
a novel or memoir at Write On! and 
Self-Publishing on a Shoestring programs 
to connect with other writers and get the 
support you need to create your story. 
Online Digital Resource Pressbooks 
(from inkie.org) can also help you create 

professional-quality versions of an ebook 
in various file formats.

Learn a Language 
Search gepl.org for “learn a language” to 
find out how to borrow iPods preloaded 
with free popular language learning 
software like Babbel and Duolingo for 
adults and children. Come in and try out 
your new language skills with ILA (instant 
language assistant) devices at each 
service desk. 

Convert Old Family Photos to Digital 
Borrow a Conversion Case from the 
library or use the Conversion Room to 
move old family photos and movies from 
their current format to a digital so that you 
can share them easily with friends and 
family. Call Joe Halter at 630-423-6664 
to make an appointment.  

Get to Know Someone New or 
Volunteer Your Time 
If you are interested in meeting new 
people, consider volunteering at the 
Glen Ellyn Public Library. Please see 
Volunteering on page 7 for details. 

If you have questions about any of the 
information above, or anything else about 
the library, please email me at director@
gepl.org or phone 630-790-6760.
 

—Dawn Bussey
Executive Director

Resolve to Use Your Library!

Do you sometimes have trouble 
concentrating because you feel 

• fidgety 
• anxious 
• full of nervous energy 
• stressed by the virtual fatigue that can 

be caused by working from home 
• bored? 

The library has adult fidget toys that may 
help! Items in the adult Sensory Box 
engage fine motor movements like grasp, 
finger dexterity, and hand endurance. 

The adult Sensory Box is located near the 
newspapers on the 2nd floor of the library. 
Everyone is welcome to take items to use 
while in the library and return them to the 
box on the way out. The best way to know 
what works for you is to try the items!  

The adult Sensory Box contains 

• Coloring pages and crayons–
Disconnect from other thoughts and 
concentrate on the moment. 

• LCD writing tablet–Practice writing in 
an easy-to-use and stress-free way. 

• Noise-cancelling headphones–
Deaden sound but do not completely 
block it out. 

• Visual timer–Enjoy a calm transition 
for activities and ease your workload 
during stressful situations. 

• Weighted lap pad–Engage Deep 
Touch Pressure (DTP) to your legs by 
resting the device on your lap while 
you are in a seated position. 

• Assorted fidget toys–Try a metal 
aluminum fidget cube, fidget spinners, 
magnetic rings, silicone push bubble 
pop-its, a stainless steel gyro top, or a 
stress grip. 

If there are other items that you think 
would make the library a more inviting 
space, please email suggestions to 
Adult Outreach Librarian Tanya King at 
tking@gepl.org or call 630-790-6745.

Minimize 
Distractions and 
Calm Stress:
Adult Sensory Box
by Tanya King
Adult Outreach Librarian

P
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Adult

Culture and Conversation    
Tuesdays • March 1, April 5, May 3 • 7-8 pm  
North and South Meeting Rooms  
Meet and share your culture with other people who are beginning to 
speak English.

Mobile Health Clinic
Friday, March 5 • 1-3 pm • Library Parking Lot
Receive blood pressure, BMI, and blood sugar tests, diabetes 
education, physician counseling, and COVID-19 vaccine and booster 
shots from ICNA Relief (icnarelief.org), a nonprofit that provides social 
services across the U.S. to the underprivileged and those affected by 
natural disasters. 

Thursday Evening Book Club  
Thursdays • 7-8 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms

March 10: The Music of Bees by Eileen Garvin; April 14: Harlem Shuffle 
by Colson Whitehead; May 12: Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict 
and Victoria Christopher Murray

If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to read more, this monthly book 
discussion will keep you on track! Our Readers’ Advisory Librarian will 
choose the book, reserve a copy, schedule the discussion location and 
time—all you have to do is read. No excuses needed!

Copies of book discussion titles are available on the 2nd floor near 
the study rooms, or you can request a copy for pick up at the drive-up 
window by calling the 2nd Floor Information Desk at 630-790-6630 or 
emailing reference@gepl.org.

BINGO
Thursdays • March 10, April 14, May 12 • 10:30-11:30 am
Main Street Recreation Center, 501 Hill Avenue, Glen Ellyn
Visit with friends and play BINGO! Coffee, donuts, and one BINGO 
card will be provided, and there will be prizes for winners. Presented in 
partnership with the Glen Ellyn Park District.
  

Write On! Writing Group  
Writing Mondays • March 14, April 11, May 9 • 6-8 pm
Virtual Program
Set aside time to write and help create positive peer-pressure for other 
writers.   

Sharing Saturdays • March 26, April 23, May 28 • 2-4 pm
Shakespeare Room
Share your writing and provide positive critiques for other writers.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration  
Sunday, March 20 • 2-3 pm • 2nd Floor Atrium East
Bellas Artes School of Music, a family-owned music school, will perform 
Irish music. Cookies and sparkling juice will be available.

Vitalant Blood Drive  
Mondays • March 21, May 16 • 1:30-7 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Schedule your donation appointment at vitalant.org or call 
877-25-VITAL. Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are 
recommended.

Crayon and Bread Tag Recycling
April 1-30
The library is partnering with SCARCE (scarce.org) to collect used 
crayons and bread tags for recycling. During the month of April, 
please drop off your used crayons and bread tags in the Adult or 
Youth Department. 

SCARCE’s Super Crayon project diverts broken, unusable crayons 
from going to the landfill. They recycle crayon pieces into “Super 
Crayons” that can be used by children with special needs. 

SCARCE also works with Danielle Cares for Chairs to collect and 
recycle plastic bread tags for funds to purchase wheelchairs for 
those in need. It takes about 260,000 bread tags to purchase a 
basic wheelchair—so every bread tag counts!

Self-Publishing on a Shoestring  
Monday, April 4 • 7-8:30 pm • Virtual Program
Self-Publishing can be expensive. If you are considering publishing 
your work without a publication house, or would like to publish just to 
share with friends and family, learn tips to prepare and issue copies 
of your work without spending a lot of money from self-published 
Chicago author Gwen Tolios.

ADULTING SATURDAYS
Learn how to perform some mundane but necessary tasks ex-
pected of a responsible adult. Each session will have drawings 
for prizes! 

Car Care Basics with Mechanic Hank  
Saturday, March 12 • 2-3:30 pm • Library Parking Lot
Change a tire or wiper blade, check oil and tread wear.

Cooking Basics with Chef Rob  
Saturday, April 9 • 2-3 pm • Virtual Program 
Roast and properly carve a chicken and prepare sides.
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Making Greener Choices in Your Yard
Thursday, April 7 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program
Purposefully plant for wildlife, make a conservation difference in your own yard, and 
advance the wildlife gardening movement. Join fellow Glen Ellyn residents who are 
installing pollinator gardens, opting for native plants, improving water conservation, 
and adopting organic lawn care. Presented by Christy Truitt from the Glen Ellyn 
Environmental Commission with tips from the National Wildlife Federation (nwf.org).   

Easter Trivia and Craft  
Sunday, April 10 • 2-3:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Learn the history of Easter eggs, Easter lilies, famous movies like “Easter Parade” 
and “Peter Rabbit,” and bunny books like The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
and The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams Bianco and make an Easter wreath.  
Presented by Karen Hall, educator and Executive Director of the Glen Ellyn 
Historical Society.

Poetry of Louise Gluck  
Thursday, April 14 • 6:30-7:30 pm • Virtual Program
April is National Poetry Month! Launched by the Academy of American Poets in April 
1996, National Poetry Month highlights poets’ integral role in our culture.  

Discuss the poetry of Louise Glück with Kinga Lipinska, art consultant and editor 
of The Prairie Review, a laboratory for reading, writing, and publishing the works of 
grassroots poets and writers. Glück is the author of 12 books of poetry, including the 
recent collections Faithful and Virtuous Night (2014), winner of the National Book 
Award, and Poems 1962-2012 (2012), which won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, 
as well as the essay collection American Originality (2017).

Blankets for Shelter Animals  
Thursday, April 21 • 7-8 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Craft a fleece blanket for an animal in a local animal shelter.  Animal shelters can be 
stressful places, and a soft blanket made from a lightweight, breathable, machine-
washable material helps comfort animals.

Rescue Pet Meet and Greet     
Saturday, April 30 • 2-4 pm
Small Animals and Cats • North and South Meeting Rooms
Dogs, Pet Supplies, Therapy Dog Storytime • Library Parking Lot
Come meet rescue pets of all shapes and sizes! Please check Rover Rescue 
(roverrescue.org/pets) and DuPage County Animal Services (dupageco.org/
AnimalServices ) websites for adoption information. In case of inclement weather, 
parking lot activities will be moved to the Youth Program Room and Rover Rescue 
(dogs) will be cancelled.

Let’s Talk: Inclusive Employment
Tuesday, May 17 • 6:30-8:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Local employees with disabilities, their employers, and a business owner with a 
disability will facilitate a discussion about barriers to, stereotypes around, and the 
possibilities of owning or working in a business as an individual who is disabled .  

Glen Ellyn Bike Rodeo
Saturday, May 21 • 10 am-Noon • Duane/Lorraine Commuter Parking Lot    
Join the Glen Ellyn Park District in partnership with the Glen Ellyn Public Library, 
Glen Ellyn Police Department, The Bicycle Hub, and Working Bikes. Participants will 
learn important bicycle rules of the road and test their ability at bike rodeo stations. 
Participants must bring their own bicycle and wear a fitted bike helmet.

Illinois Libraries Present: 
AN EVENING WITH 
JENNY LAWSON 
Wednesday, March 30 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program
Join us for an evening with award-winning humorist 
Jenny Lawson as she discusses her most recent 
bestseller, Broken (in the Best Possible Way) and her 
brilliantly funny body of work. 

This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries 
Present, a statewide collaboration between public 
libraries offering high-quality events.

NO SHUSH SALON 
Thursdays •  March 31, April 28, May 26     
6:30-8:30 pm   
North and South Meeting Rooms
Listen to performances by local creative types 
and share your own works-in-progress or newly 
finished endeavors at this monthly open mic night. 
Each person will have 15 minutes to sing, dance, 
read, recite—whatever you choose. Spectators 
are welcome and appreciated! This program will 
feature Equipment Express—Karaoke! 
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Adult

Adult Titles About 
Kindness and Giving Back
by Brenna Murphy
Readers’ Advisory Librarian

This spring, we’re thinking about kindness and giving back to our community. 
These titles are a reminder of the wonderful things that can happen when we 
are kind to each other.

The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland 
by Jim DeFede 
On September 11, 2001, 38 jetliners were forced to land on Newfoundland 
Island in Canada. In an amazing show of kindness, the island locals met the 
distraught passengers with food, supplies, transportation, and more. This 
work of nonfiction is a moving example of the depths of human compassion 
amidst tragedy. 

The Authenticity Project 
by Clare Pooley 
Lonely artist Julian Jessop writes his life story in a little green notebook 
and leaves it in a cafe on a whim. The notebook is passed between various 
residents of the neighborhood, each of whom adds to the story. Before 
long, this unlikely group of strangers comes together in friendship. Uplifting, 
humorous, and quirky, this one is sure to lift your spirits. 

Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know About the People 
We Don’t Know 
by Malcolm Gladwell 
In this study on human behavior, Gladwell looks at the way that people 
understand (or fail to understand) each other. Using examples of famous 
cases such as Bernie Madoff and Amanda Knox, he explores the reasons we 
often misjudge strangers and the ways that we can do better. For those with 
an interest in psychology and easy-to-read nonfiction.  

The Garden of Small Beginnings 
by Abbi Waxman 
After the loss of her husband, Lilian begins working at a community garden. 
Along with her two young daughters, she finds unexpected friendships and 
even a bit of romance. With the help of her new community, Lilian finally begins 
to heal in this heartwarming story.

Hi, I’m Jeanine (they, she) and am thrilled to join the Glen 
Ellyn Public Library team! While I am a newly minted 
librarian, I have been working in libraries for over a decade 
and facilitating programs for over fifteen years.  Before 
graduating with my MLIS, I worked as an author, barista, 
bookstore manager, dog walker, editor, event coordinator, 
feline care supervisor, props manager, special orders 
coordinator, stage manager, stage director, and a theater 
and writing teacher. I’ve worn many hats, both literal and 
figurative, and have many interests.  As a programmer, it’s 
great to discover the interests of those around me then 
figure out how to make that passion into a program. I love 
collaborating with library members, local partners, and a 
variety of organizations.   

Throughout my life, libraries have been safe havens that I 
have returned to again and again. They have allowed 
me to learn, explore, and express myself in a variety 
of ways. I have enjoyed watching them evolve to 
meet challenges and become more inclusive to the 
communities they serve.   

As a member of the LGBTQ+ community, I was thrilled to 
learn about Glen Ellyn’s commitment to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, as exemplified by the DEI committee. 
Finding ways to reach out and provide services for 
the entire community, including those who are often 
unaware of what resources the library provides, 
is so powerful. I’m looking forward to hosting 
traditional, experimental, and unique programs at 
the Glen Ellyn Public Library.

Staff Spotlight: 
Jeanine Vaughn
Adult Department 
Programming Librarian
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Media Lab Helps Local Artist Jack 
Kenny Simplify Self-Production
By Joey McKenna
Media Production Associate

“Twenty-one is my year,” declares Jack 
Kenny in his most recent song “I Wanna,” 
recorded at the Glen Ellyn Public Library. 
A Glen Ellyn resident, Jack has been 
writing songs and releasing them on 
SoundCloud, an online audio distribution 
platform and music sharing website, since 
May 2019. 

Jack began recording at College of 
DuPage, where he is a junior. The CoD 
recording studio provided a great 
opportunity for him to get started. “I went 
there every day for about two months,” he 
says, but he quickly learned that self-
producing has its challenges. Traveling 
back and forth between the control room 
and the vocal booth was tiresome; “I like 
it, but I have to do all my own editing. So 
there’s the studio rooms, and I have to 
press play, go into the studio room which 
is about twenty-five feet away, come 
out and click out of it, and then do all the 
editing out there,” says Kenny.  

Kenny had discovered that Elmhurst 
Public Library had a media lab, so he 
searched for “Glen Ellyn Library Media 

Lab” online and discovered there was 
also a Media Lab at the Glen Ellyn Public 
Library. He talked to Joe Halter, who 
handles reservations for the Media Lab, 
and got recording. “Here it’s so easy. I just 
record it, stay in the same spot. It is clutch 
that I’m able to record [at the] library,” 
Jack says.  

Jack has over 40,000 streams on his 
SoundCloud profile, and recently he 
has begun releasing his music on more 
streaming services, like Apple Music and 
Spotify, where he has over 200 monthly 
listeners. Whether his “21” lyric refers to 
his age, or the year 2021, it’s clear Jack is 
excited about this time in his young career 
and what the future holds. 

“I can’t wait for the world to hear what 
I’ve been working on. I am releasing a full 
studio album this spring entitled Daze 
which is an experimental, indie pop album. 
I want to show my versatility as an artist 
and bring back that certain joy we had in 
our souls prior to the pandemic. It will be 
available everywhere, and you may even 
see me around town selling it on CD.”

THE MEDIA LAB 
In the library’s Media Lab, high school 
and adult members can create music, 
podcasts, and videos and edit digital 
creations in GarageBand, Final Cut Pro, 
or Audacity. This soundproof lab makes 
an excellent home-away-from-home 
recording studio, complete with high-
quality stereo speakers and wall panel 
sound diffusers. 

The library has adapted some of the 
capabilities of our Media Lab and created 
Equipment Express to allow members 
to check out the supplies they need to 
create and edit music and video. Currently 
available from Equipment Express are
 

• Digital Audio Recording (Podcasts) 
• Digital Audio Recording (GarageBand) 
• Karaoke 
• Learn a Language: Babbel 

The Media Lab is located on the 2nd floor, 
is available by appointment only, and 
can be reserved by calling Joe Halter at 
630-423-6664. 

STREAM JACK’S 
MUSIC ON 
SPOTIFY

STREAM JACK’S 
MUSIC ON 

APPLE MUSIC
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COMPUTERS AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Tech Help One-on-One   
Appointments available at calendar.gepl.org 
or by calling the 2nd Floor Information Desk 
at 630-790-6630.
Get hands-on instruction with your tablet, 
smartphone, or laptop to learn how to operate 
your device or get Microsoft, Apple, or Google 
platform software help in a 45-minute one-on-
one appointment with a librarian. To request a 
day and time that better suits your schedule, 
please contact Community Engagement and 
Instruction Librarian Beth Clower at eclower@
gepl.org or 630-790-6750.

Your Best Resume  
Monday, March 14 • 6:30-8:30 pm 
North and South Meeting Rooms
Learn how to format and write your resume to 
emphasize your strengths and land an interview. 
Presented by Sanju Abraham, M.B.A., J.D., Ph.D. 
and Stavan Patel, co-founders of Quze (quze.
co), an online learning portal.

Microsoft Excel: Intermediate  
Tuesday, March 15 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Internet Lab
Learn about tables, pivot tables, and data 
filtering with technology tutor Bill Dallman.

Curating Your Social Media  
Tuesday, April 5 • Noon-1 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Learn about platforms like Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, Twitter, and TikTok and figure out how 
they can work for you.

Microsoft Word: Intermediate  
Thursday, April 21 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Internet Lab
Learn how to use columns, page breaks, and 
images in your Word documents, newsletters, 
and brochures. Presented by technology tutor 
Bill Dallman.

Office 365 Tools  
Thursday, May 19 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Internet Lab
Office 365 includes more than just Outlook for 
email! Get an overview of collaborative  tools 
like Teams, OneDrive, and SharePoint with 
technology tutor Bill Dallman.

Adult

VOLUNTEERING
It’s Fun, and an Easy Way to Get to Know Someone New!

Volunteering, freely giving time and labor for community service, is an act of kindness. 
The library has volunteer opportunities for all ages, interests, and abilities (gepl.org/
volunteer).  

• Adults can join the efforts of the Friends of the Library, Library Foundation, or Library 
Board of Trustees, be book discussion leaders, or be delivery drivers for the library’s 
home delivery (gepl.org/home-delivery) service. 

• High school and college age volunteers can help with tasks inside the library as 
well as write articles and reviews or submit ideas for new programs. Content 
reviews, essays from school, or original poetry are all welcome. If any of these 
options pique your interest, please email Joshua O’Shea, Young Adult Librarian at  
joshua@gepl.org. 

• Middle school students can join The Middle Squad (gepl.org/middle-school/
volunteer) and choose activities like writing reviews, providing feedback on 
programs, and cooking. 

A fun side-effect of volunteering is meeting and learning about other people in our 
community. So come see us at the library to find out more about how you can connect 
with other people who share a common interest! 

Glen Ellyn Public Library appreciates all of the 
volunteers who bring their energy, talents, and 
time to support the library!  

Bill Dallman has lived in Glen Ellyn for 25 years. He and his wife, Lucy, a former library 
trustee, have been incredibly involved in the Glen Ellyn community. Bill was a Glen Ellyn 
Park District Commissioner for 12 years, a PADS volunteer, This Run’s for Jack Master 
of Ceremonies, coached his kids in various park district programs, and supports local 
businesses. “I am a 4th generation U.S. Army officer and have always believed in public 
service—whether in uniform, helping to oversee a park district, or volunteering in the 
local community,” Bill said of his lifelong volunteering. 

As one of our most consistent technology program presenters, Bill has a library 
following. For more than seven years, he has been leading library technology programs 
about Microsoft Office 365 products like Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and recently 
collaboration tools like SharePoint and Teams. His career at Microsoft since 2012 has 
given Bill an inside edge when it comes to all things Microsoft. “We are fortunate that 
Microsoft matches all of my volunteer hours with cash sent to the library’s Foundation 
or the other respective charitable organizations.” 

Thank you, Bill, for your years of volunteering in Glen Ellyn and helping the Glen Ellyn 
Public Library’s technology programs evolve and remain relevant for our community!

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Bill Dallman 
By Beth Clower
Community Engagement and
Instruction Librarian
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Titles and Treasures  
Register: Tuesday, March 1-Thursday, March 15
Pick up Boxes: Thursdays • March 31, April 28, May 26
In the spirit of GlamBags, Paletteful Packs, Loot Crates, 
and Universal Yums, the library has subscription boxes 
just for middle school students! Each box in your 
three-month subscription will include a book and some 
treasures for you to keep! 

A preferences form will be emailed to you after you 
register and you must submit your form by Sunday, 
March 20 to be able to pick up a box created especially 
for you on Thursday, March 31. Additional boxes will be 
available on April 28 and May 26.  Each box will contain 
a feedback survey so that you can tell staff how you 
liked their choices! Please contact the Youth Desk at 
630-790-6620 with questions. For grades 6-8.

Glen Crest Fine Arts Night
Thursday, March 3 • 5-7 pm • 2nd Floor  
Celebrate the art and music of Glen Crest Middle 
School students. For adults and kids of all ages.

E-Textile: Soft Circuit  
Thursday, March 10 • 4-5 pm • Youth Program Room
Create a wearable pin that lights up using fabric, an 
LED light, a battery, and special thread that conducts 
electricity. For grades 6 and up.      

Spring Into Science  
Wednesday, March 30 • 5-6 pm
Youth Program Room
Explore science with hands-on learning! Create 
scented slime, discover the best soda to clean yucky 
coins, and build a phone holder.  For grades 6-8.

Upcycled Mini Garden  
Tuesday, April 26 • 5-6 pm • Youth Program Room 
Get inspired to take action for positive change 
(earthday.org/take-action-now/) by upcycling a 
discarded book to create a planter. Bring a small trinket 
to add as a decoration. For grades 6-8.

May the Fourth Be With You  
Wednesday, May 4 • 5:30-6:30 pm 
Youth Program Room
On the date that sounds like the line from Star Wars 
movies, view fan-made Star Wars films on YouTube, 
compete in friendly trivia, and design spaceships with 
recycled material. Snacks provided. For grades 6-8.

HIGH SCHOOL/YOUNG ADULT

College Prep: Tools for Planning Your Future  
Thursday, March 10 • 6:30-7:30 pm • Shakespeare Room
Learn how to match your skills and desires with work environments and 
education options. Presented by Career Vision. Walk-ins welcome.

Video Game Night
Wednesday, March 30 • 6:30-8:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Play Nintendo Switch games and meet new friends at this event for young 
adults with Autism, ADHA, OCD, or any other intellectual disability. Cohosted by 
Jackson, a library volunteer who has Autism and other superpowers, and Josh, 
the Young Adult Librarian. Players are welcome to bring personal controllers 
that are compatible with the Switch. For ages 17-27.  

Community Read
Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, the 
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation
Wednesday, April 6 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program
Dr. Eboo Patel is a Glenbard South graduate and one of the most prominent 
faith leaders in the U.S. He will speak about the topics in his book, Acts of Faith, 
addressing racism, bullying, immigration, and building up the next generation 
of young people to bring about a more just and compassionate world. Patel 
presents his personal life story, which focuses on his faith development growing 
up a racial/ethnic/religious minority in Glen Ellyn.

Let’s Talk: Creating a More Just and 
Compassionate World    
Wednesday, April 20 • 6:30-7:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Consider the ideas discussed at the April 6 Glenbard Parent Series (GPS) 
program, Community Read: Acts of Faith–The Story of an American Muslim, 
the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation by Eboo Patel, and participate in a 
discussion about high school and college students’ search for identity and the 
development of an interfaith youth movement to address racism, bullying, and 
immigration. Conversation will be facilitated by a panel with representatives 
from One Community, Pizza and Social Justice, and Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community. Walk-ins welcome.   
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Young Adult/Middle School/Youth

Snacking Sleuths  
Tuesdays • March 1-29 • 4-4:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Enjoy a snack and challenge yourself to solve mini mysteries, 
puzzles, or codes. For grades 3-5.

Read to Rover  
Wednesdays • March 2, April 6, May 4 • 6-7 pm 
Youth Program Room
Read aloud to a registered therapy dog. Furry friends provide a 
low-stress environment to practice and gain reading confidence. 
For grades k-2.

3D Print Club  
Wednesdays • March 9, May 11 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Learn the basics of 3D modeling using Tinkercad and design a 
different item to print and keep each month! For grades 3-5.

Spring Stream Clean-Up  
Saturday, March 19 • 9-10:30 am
Ackerman Park, 800 St. Charles Road, Glen Ellyn
Glen Ellyn’s Park District and Public Library are teaming to do some 
cleaning! Help remove trash in and along the waterway at Ackerman 
Park. Participants are advised to bring a pair of work gloves and 
wear clothes and shoes (rubber boots work best) that can get wet 
and muddy. Please meet in the northwest corner of the parking lot 
of Ackerman Sports and Fitness Center. Best for ages 5 and up 
(minors must be accompanied by an adult).

Upcycled Book Birdhouse  
Tuesday, April 5 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Make a birdhouse from a discarded book and learn about some 
local birds like the Black-capped Chickadee and the Red-winged 
Blackbird. For grades 1-5 and their grownups. 

Stories and STEAM    
Thursdays • April 7-May 5 • 4-4:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Listen to a story and participate in a related reuse and recycling 
STEAM activity from 4-4:30 pm or take a STEAM kit home with you 
anytime. A new STEAM Club kit will be available every Thursday. 
For grades k-2.

Sound All Around  
Homeschool Students: Wednesday, April 13 • 2-3 pm
Grades 3-5: Wednesday, April 13 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
If we could see sound, what would it look like? What are sound 
waves and where do they come from? Conduct hands-on 
experiments that resonate with these questions, make a sound 
sandwich, and play a song together to learn more about how sound 
behaves! Presented by DuPage Children’s Museum.

Star Wars Coding  
Grades K-2: Tuesday, April 19 • 4-5 pm
Grades 3-5: Wednesday, April 20 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Use the Kano Star Wars the Force Coding Kit to build a motion 
sensor. Then use the motion sensor to interact with code blocks 
to complete coding challenges so that you can use the sensor to 
swing lightsabers and pilot Rebel and Empire starships!  

Tree Giveaway
Friday, April 22
Visit the Youth Department on Earth Day and receive a free native 
species sapling to plant in your backyard. Planting trees and 
supporting tree planting initiatives like EarthDay.org’s The Canopy 
Project, help provide ways to absorb and capture carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from the atmosphere and reduce its concentration in the air.  
For kids of all ages.

ADULTS LEARNING 
ABOUT KIDS
It Takes a Village    
Tuesdays • 7-8 pm
Youth Program Room and Virtual Program
March 8: Growth Mindset and Positive Parenting
April 12: Gender Identity
May 10: Sleep Training

Pediatric Neuropsychologist Dr. Kymberly Larson 
from Marvelous Minds will lead monthly discussions 
of  topics to help adults interact positively with children, 
adolescents, and young adults so that they can 
experience and grow in a safe and healthy environment. 
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Reading fiction is delightful for many 
reasons, but especially because of 
the connection we often feel to the 
characters. When I read as a kid, I 
definitely immersed myself in the 
friendships in stories.
   
I absolutely felt like an extra member of 
the Babysitter’s Club when I read those 
books, and I remember discussing which 
character I was with my friends. I wanted 
to be Dawn, with her California cool, but 
was probably more like Kristy. 
  
One of my favorite literary friendships 
is that of Anne (with an “E”) and Diana in 
Anne of Green Gables. L. M. Montgomery 
beautifully sketches an amazing 
friendship between these two girls as 
they navigate adolescence, even though 
they are different and follow different 
paths. Many children’s chapter books 
chronicle wonderful friendships.    

Characters Ivy and Bean—in the series 
by the same name—initially seem like 
they won’t get along because they are 
so different. Ivy is quiet and bookish, and 
Bean is always on the move. But when 
they need to work together to get back at 
Bean’s sister, they become the best 
of friends. 
    

In the Track series by Jason Reynolds, 
Ghost and the other members of the track 
team, Patina, Sunny, and Lu bond and 
support each other through challenging 
times. Haley, whose mother has died and 
whose father is incarcerated, navigates 
sixth grade with the help of her best friend 
Holly as they adjust to a new teacher 
in a class of struggling kids in Harbor 
Me. Florian Bates, kid detective in the 
Framed series, is recruited by the FBI and 
allowed to join, provided he can finish his 
homework first. Thankfully, his best friend 
and fellow detective, Margaret, assists 
with his cases. 

I also love the friendship of Harry, Ron, 
and Hermione in Harry Potter. I especially 
appreciate the connection between 
Harry and Hermione. Hermione is always 
a staunch and dedicated friend to Harry, 
and helps him through his darkest times.
   
We cannot forget about the best-est 
of friends—can you guess who?  One 
has a long trunk, and the other is pink? 
Yes, Elephant and Piggie!  Elephant is 
sometimes nervous, and Piggie is always 
up for a laugh—perhaps that’s why they 
are best friends! 

So try out a new book—you may find your 
literary kindred spirit!

Character Connections
By Kate Easley
Youth Librarian 

1K Club Celebration  
Saturday, April 9 • 10-11 am
2nd Floor Atrium East and  
Youth Program Room
Past, present, and future members of 
1K Club, a challenge to read 1,000 books 
before kindergarten, are invited to a 
special celebration! Attend a concert by  
Laura Doherty, children’s performer 
and award-winning recording artist, and 
play at various early literacy-themed 
activity stations. 1K Club graduates will 
receive a photo frame to decorate.
 For birth-5 years.

Dance with Me!  
Monday, April 11 • 10:30-11 am
North and South Meeting Rooms 
Celebrate the joy of movement! A dance 
educator from Flourish Dance Academy 
will introduce participants to dance 
concepts using music, props, space, and 
partner work. For 2-5 years and their 
grownups.

Sensory Art for Babies  
Monday, May 16 
9:30-10 am, 11-11:30 am
Youth Program Room
Squish lumps and bumps of paint across 
paper to explore texture and color without 
getting messy! For birth-2 years.
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Direct Dial
2nd Floor Information Desk: 630-790-6630
Youth Desk: 630-790-6620
Library Services Desk: 630-469-0879 x5
Cafe: 630-790-6772

Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am-9 pm; Friday: 9 am-6 pm
Saturday: 9 am- 5 pm; Sunday: 1-5 pm

Spring Closures
Friday, April 8: Staff In-Service Day
Sunday, April 17: Easter
Monday, May 30: Memorial Day

Executive Director
Dawn Bussey
630-790-6760 | director@gepl.org

Board of Trustees
Molly McGinnis Knapke, President
Tim Brinker, Vice President
Molly Hoerster, Secretary
Karen Volk, Treasurer
Maryanne Deaton, Trustee
Erin Micklo, Trustee
Susan Stott, Trustee

Accessibility
The Glen Ellyn Public Library encourages persons with 
disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. 
If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation 
or have questions about the physical access provided, 
please call 630-469-0879 in advance of your 
participation or visit. More at gepl.org/accessibility.

Promotion
Adults and children may be photographed and 
videotaped by library staff or their representatives in the 
course of library activities. The images may be used, 
without accompanying personal identification, in library 
publicity. If you have a concern about this policy, please 
contact library staff.

Youth

Spring Storytime      
Tuesday, March 8-Friday, May 13 • Virtual and In-Person Programs
The Glen Ellyn Public Library offers a variety of storytimes for children 
starting at birth. During librarian-led programs that incorporate stories, songs, 
movement, rhymes, and other activities, your child will learn to love reading 
and the library. This spring, enjoy Bilingual Storytime in both Spanish and 
English, Together Time, Pajama Storytime, and Storytime in the Park. 
Visit gepl.org/storytime for details. 

Daniel Tiger Storytime and Craft   
Monday, March 14 • 10:30-11 am • Youth Program Room
Thursday, March 17 • 4-4:30 pm • Youth Program Room
Read a Daniel Tiger story about kindness and being a good neighbor and make 
a tiger puppet. For 2-4 years and their grownups.

Nature Storytime and Craft   
Friday, March 18 • 10:30-11 am • Youth Program Room
A guest presenter from The Morton Arboretum will read a story and lead a craft 
to highlight how weather, trees, and animals change with the seasons. 
For 2-6 years and their grownups.

Busy Bees Storytime and Craft   
Wednesday, May 18 • 10:30-11 am, 11:30 am-Noon • Youth Program Room
Read Thank You Bees by Toni Yuly and make a bee-u-tiful paper plate bee. 
For 2-5 years.

STORYTIME

VISIT STORYWALK® 
Along the Prairie Path between Forest Avenue 
and Park Boulevard
StoryWalk® in downtown Glen Ellyn will have a new book for spring: 
The Power of One by Trudy Ludwig. StoryWalk® is an exciting, interactive way 
for children—and adults—to enjoy reading and the outdoors. Pages from a 
children’s book are placed on permanent signs along the walkway and 
changed periodically throughout the year.



FRIENDS
Used Book Sales
Purchase quality, gently-used books at discount prices from the 
Friends of the Library. 

• Saturday, March 19 • 9 am-2 pm 
• Sunday, March 20 • 1-4 pm ($10 per bag) 
• Saturday, May 14 • 9 am-2 pm 

Visit the expanded Used Book Nook in the lobby next to The Cafe. 
Most items are $2 for adult books and $1 for children’s books. 

Book Donations
Book donations for used book sales are accepted at the Library 
Services Desk at any time. If you have a large donation, please contact 
Dennis McCarthy, Building Engineer, at 630-790-6765 to schedule 
a drop-off appointment. We prefer quality adult and children’s books 
in good condition and cannot accept encyclopedias, magazines, or 
damaged, musty, or outdated materials. 

For more information on Friends activities, please visit 
gepl.org/friends. 

FOUNDATION
Naming Opportunities
Make a donation to Glen Ellyn Library Foundation in 
exchange for naming a piece of the library for yourself or a 
loved one. Nameable items range from an engraved brick in 
the library walkway (new in 2022) to the library building itself.  
Learn more about Foundation Naming Opportunities at gepl.
org/naming. 

Send your email address to jevans@gepl.org to receive the 
annual Foundation newsletter and event announcements. 
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CAFE
Do you like to interact with people of all ages in 
a fun, casual setting? The Cafe at the Glen Ellyn 
Public Library is looking for people to support 
the cafe’s daily operations, which include taking 
and filling orders and re-stocking cafe items.

Part time positions are available with daytime, evening, and weekend 
hours. Benefits may include participation in IMRF, vacation, sick time, 
and holiday pay. Please apply online at gepl.org/employment or stop 
by The Cafe.

CAFE MENU

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY 
Lake Foxcroft and Co-Op Parks join Surrey Park as places 
visitors can find books to borrow or keep and share for 
someone else to enjoy. Thanks to Kiwanis Club of Glen Ellyn 
and the Glen Ellyn Park District for their support!


