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As someone whose middle school 
nickname was “Turtle”, I’m very excited to 
partner with the Forest Preserve District 
of DuPage County for 2022 Summer 
Reading and commit to help save 
Blanding’s turtles! It may have been an 
unfortunate hair style choice that earned 
me the nickname, but I decided they 
could call me a lot worse things—it was 
sixth grade, after all. I chose to embrace 
the name. I had a gym shirt made with a 
turtle picture on the front and the word 
turtle emblazed across the back, and I 
wore it proudly for P.E. every day.  

I didn’t realize at the time that it was the 
beginning of a personal fascination 
with turtles, and what is now an 
extensive collection of turtle statues and 
ornaments made of wood, vinyl, glass, 
ceramic, plastic, and metal. It’s amazing 
how a collection like that grows! People 
learn about your collection and then they 
give you a new turtle every chance they 
get, and over the years the collection 
grows until you have more figurines and 
ornaments than you can display in your 
home and office combined! So, when 
the DuPage County Forest Preserve 
presented a program at the Glen Ellyn 
Rotary Club some years ago about their 
efforts to save the Blanding’s turtles 
in our area and the Adopt a Blanding’s 
Turtle program (bit.ly/3wiqrGl), I was 

intrigued. I took home a brochure and 
begged my family to stop buying turtles 
for me and instead consider adopting a 
Blanding’s turtle.  

In 2018, my daughters made me the 
proud adoptive parent of turtle #17-027. 
I received a plush turtle, a birth certificate 
that included the turtle’s length, weight, 
and birth date, and the opportunity 
to name her. Lily, formerly known as 
turtle #17-027, was a fabulous gift, and I 
continue to receive updates about the 
Blanding’s turtle head-start program 
(bit.ly/3ymUob0). 

Please join us this summer for an exciting, 
fun-filled summer reading program! If you 
don’t have a long-held interest in turtles 
like I do, there is still a lot to explore. In 
this issue of The Guide, you will find 
information about the return of the Ice 
Cream Social on Monday, June 13 in the 
library parking lot, and summer programs 
that take us beyond our Glen Ellyn Public 
Library Land Acknowledgement. 

If you have questions about any of the 
information above, or anything else about 
the library, please email me at director@
gepl.org or phone 630-790-6760.
 

—Dawn Bussey
Executive Director

Summer Reading Fun—
with Turtles!

Environmental Restoration 
and Search for Letterboxes  
Saturday, June 11 • 10 am-1 pm
Churchill Woods, St. Charles Road
(various entrances)
Volunteer in an organized effort to clear 
invasive plants to help conserve one of 
DuPage County’s valuable ecosystems 
from 10 am to Noon and then participate in 
a search for letterboxes from Noon to 1 pm. 
Using provided clues, find hidden boxes 
and discover new ways to appreciate the 
outdoors. Please meet in the Churchill 
Woods West Picnic Area. Pull in at the sign 
labeled Churchill Woods Forest Preserve 
District of DuPage County and park in the lot. 
Follow the path at the far end of the lot—the 
picnic area is adjacent to the trail. In the event 
of poor weather, please meet in the shelter 
east further along the trail. For ages 8-adult.

Night Hike and Campfire  
Saturday, August 6 • 8-9:30 pm
Danada House and Equestrian Center
3S507 Naperville Road, Wheaton
The 797-acre Danada Forest Preserve 
in Wheaton features prairies, woods and 
wetlands. Experience the sounds and feel of 
the forest preserve at night and learn about 
nocturnal creatures. End the evening with a 
campfire. Please meet in the parking lot near 
the Visitor Information kiosk.

Willowbrook Exhibit Trail Tour  
Sunday, August 14 • 4-5 pm
Willowbrook Wildlife Center
525 S. Park Boulevard
Take a quiet after-hours tour of the exhibit 
trail, where native wildlife with permanent 
disabilities are provided homes. Residents 
include red-shouldered and red-tailed 
hawks, turkey vultures, owls, groundhogs 
and raccoons. During the tour, a Willowbrook 
Interpreter will deliver meals to the animals 
that live along the trail, discuss their stories, 
and share how they care for these wild 
residents. Please meet outside the front 
doors of the main building by the Visitor 
Information sign.

Explore the Forest 
Preserve District of 
DuPage County
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Adult/Summer Reading

This summer, the library and the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County are 
encouraging participants of all ages to read to save Blanding’s turtles! If 1,000 readers 
register, the Glen Ellyn Library Foundation and Friends of the Library will each donate 
$1,000 to Forest Preserve District of DuPage to support the state-endangered Blanding’s 
turtle head-start program (bit.ly/3ymUob0). 

1. Register at the Youth Desk, 2nd Floor Information Desk, or using Beanstack*. 
2. Read (or be read to) or complete an activity every day. 
3. Log reading and activity days any time on a paper log** or using Beanstack*. 
4. Come in to the library to collect prizes. 

Participants earn prizes at registration, for every 15 days logged, and at program completion 
if you read or complete an activity every day during the 92-day challenge! 

• Registrants through grade 8 can also earn drawing slips at the library. Monthly 
drawings will be on the following Mondays: June 27, July 25, August 29. 

• High School registrants earn chances to win $50 REI gift card grand prizes. 
• Adult registrants earn chances to win $50 Glen Ellyn Chamber of Commerce gift 

card grand prizes.  

High School and Adult grand prize winners will be contacted the week of September 5 
using the email provided at registration. The more days of reading and activities you log, 
the greater your chance of winning! 

2022 Summer Reading
June 1-August 31 

Adult Reading Recommendations
for Summer

These summer recommendations from readers’ 
advisory librarian Brenna Murphy focus on 
adventure, connection to the environment, and 
the great outdoors!

More titles available at gepl.org/#staff-picks.

   *Beanstack online or the Beanstack Tracker app. 
**A paper reading log is available in this issue of The Guide. Additional copies are available at the library.

Youth Reading Recommendations
for Summer

These reading recommendations  were curated by 
librarian Kate Easley and school liaison Amy Waters 
to lift up the creative voices of the Indigenous 
community.

More titles available at 
gepl.org/land-acknowledgement/#youth. 

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage 
County’s mission is “to acquire and hold 
lands containing forests, prairies, wetlands 
and associated plant communities or 
lands capable of being restored to such 
natural conditions for the purpose of 
protecting  and preserving the flora, fauna 
and scenic beauty for the education, 
pleasure and recreation of its citizens.”
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Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Reading Log
This summer, everyone can read (or be read to) or complete an activity every day and use 
this paper log or the Beanstack Tracker app to record your progress. During the program, 
rewards are available at the library for each 15 days you log.

Activities
(1) Attend a library program; (2) Get a story from the short story kiosk; (3) Use the drive-up 
window; (4) Request book recommendations with Your Next Read; (5) Use a meeting or 
study room; (6) Use a digital resource; (7) Visit a DuPage County Forest Preserve; (8) Visit a 
local Glen Ellyn business; (9) Visit The Cafe; (10) Visit the Prairie Path.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

June 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 July 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 August 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
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Summer Reading/Adult

DuPage County Voting Equipment Demos 
Tuesday, May 31 • 9-11 am, 1-3 pm, 7-8:30 pm; Wednesday, June 1 • 9-11 am, 2-4 pm 
Thursday, June 2 • 9-11 am, 6-7 pm; Saturday, June 4 • 9-11 am, 2-4 pm 
North and South Meeting Rooms
In coordination with the DuPage County Election Division and the County Clerk, the 
League of Women Voters of Glen Ellyn will demonstrate the new DuPage County voting 
equipment at the library. During these scheduled demos, the League will also register 
eligible voters, provide non-partisan information about the June 28 election, and help 
voters apply for Vote by Mail ballots or to become election judges. 

Tech Help One-on-One   
Appointments available at calendar.gepl.org or by calling the 2nd Floor 
Information Desk at 630-790-6630.
Get hands-on instruction with your tablet, smartphone, or laptop to learn how to 
operate your device or get Microsoft, Apple, or Google platform software help in a 
45-minute one-on-one appointment with library staff. 

Solar Energy in Your Home  
Tuesday, June 7 • 7-8:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Find out how you can shine with solar energy! Jeff Gahris, a retired environmental 
engineer, solar homeowner, Forest Preserve Commissioner, and solar ambassador for 
the Illinois Solar Energy Association (illinoissolar.org) will explain how residential solar 
works, its benefits, challenges, costs and savings, and how to get additional resources.

Write On! Writing Group  
Writing Wednesdays • June 8, July 13, August 10 • 6-8 pm • Virtual Program
Set aside time to write and help create positive peer-pressure for other writers. 
For High School and Adult.
Sharing Saturdays • June 25, July 23 • 2-4 pm • Shakespeare Room
Share your writing and provide positive critiques for other writers. 
For High School and Adult.

Donuts and BINGO
Thursdays • June 9, July 14, August 11 • 10:30-11:30 am
Main Street Recreation Center, 501 Hill Avenue, Glen Ellyn
Visit with friends while playing everyone’s favorite game! Coffee, donuts, and  BINGO 
cards will be provided, and prizes will be awarded to winners. One BINGO card per 
participant. Offered in partnership with the Glen Ellyn Park District. For age 55 and up.

Thursday Evening Book Club  
Thursdays • 7-8 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
June 9: Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer; July 14: The Spanish Daughter by 
Lorena Hughes; August 11: Other People’s Children by RJ Hoffman
Copies of book discussion titles are available on the 2nd floor near the study rooms, 
or you can request a copy for pick up at the drive-up window by calling the 2nd Floor 
Information Desk at 630-790-6630 or emailing reference@gepl.org.

No Shush Salon  
Thursdays, June 30, July 28, August 25 • 6:30-8:30 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms and Live Streamed on Zoom
Listen to performances by local creative types and share your own works-in-progress 
or newly finished endeavors at this monthly open mic night. Each person will have 15 
minutes to sing, dance, read, recite—whatever you choose. Spectators are welcome 
and appreciated! This program will feature the library’s Equipment Express—Karaoke! 

Vitalant Blood Drive  
Monday, July 11 • 1:30-7 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Schedule your donation appointment at vitalant.org or call 877-25-VITAL. Walk-ins are 
welcome, but appointments are recommended.

Illinois Libraries Present

An Evening with 
Chef Kwame Onwuachi   
Wednesday, June 22 • 7-8 pm
Virtual Program

Join us for an engaging evening with Kwame 
Onwuachi, highlighting his first cookbook, My 
America: Recipes from a Young Black Chef. 
In it, the James Beard award-winning chef 
celebrates the cuisine of the African diaspora, 
“the world’s wisest food.” Onwuachi will share 
stories behind his family’s recipes, and the 
importance of the connections between cuisine, 
place, and culture.

Glenbard Parent Series (GPS)

The Power of Regret  
Tuesday, August 30 • 7-8 pm
Virtual Program

Learning how regret works can help us make 
smarter decisions, perform better at work and 
school, and bring greater meaning to our lives. 
Drawing on research in social psychology, 
neuroscience, and biology, author Daniel H. 
Pink debunks the myth of the “no regrets” 
philosophy of life discussed in his book, The 
Power of Regret: How Looking Backward Moves 
Us Forward. 
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As a programming librarian, I am always 
looking for variety in the cultural and 
community programs the library offers. 
This summer, the library is excited to take 
advantage of a unique opportunity provided 
by our humanities grant* to highlight the 
library’s commitment to represent the 
Indigenous voices of our community in our 
programs and materials. 

We are committed to offering materials 
(books, DVDs, etc.) and programming that 
accurately reflects the history and the present 
day lives of the Indigenous community. We 
will use our physical and digital spaces to 
share first voice information. We will offer 
programming in partnership with Indigenous 
cultures who were here before and are here 
today. We will offer the space for all to tell their 
stories and we will listen. 

From Glen Ellyn Public Library 
Land Acknowledgement

(gepl.org/land-acknowledgement) 

The program calendar will be teeming with 
events connected to the library’s Land 
Acknowledgment. In planning these events, 
I had the delightful opportunity to interview 
Gina Roxas, the Program Director with the 
Trickster Cultural Center, and a citizen of 
the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation. We 
talked mostly about land acknowledgement, 
but also discussed Native hip hop and the 
significance of Native representation. 

What does land acknowledgement mean 
to you?   
For me, land acknowledgement is a 
reaffirmation of my own personal connection 
to this land and acknowledging the ancestors 
and caretakers then and now. It is not 
ownership, but us being a community. There 
are two parts of the acknowledgement: The 
first part is that these [Glen Ellyn, DuPage 
County] are the traditional homelands of the 
Three Fires. [The tribes of the Three Fires 

are the Ottawa, the Potawatomi and the 
Ojibwa.] This land is part of our origin story; 
this is our homeland. The second part is that 
others [other Native people] have come 
through these lands and it’s important to 
acknowledge their journeys. It’s important 
to be able to stand in a space and say, “my 
ancestors walked here.”  

Why is it important for non-Natives to make 
a land acknowledgement statement?   
It is a great first step, a foundation for building 
relationships and collaborations. It is not 
the end all, be all, it’s just a start as well as 
an acknowledgment that we can never go 
back. It will never be the same space. We 
must figure out how to go forward. It must be 
Natives and non-Natives working together. 
Ideally, this will help build relationships as 
speakers and presenters with specific 
acknowledgements/introductions like, “This 
is Gina from the Potawatomi nation.”  

With more and more places creating land 
acknowledgement statements, how does it 
affect the Native community?  
Land Acknowledgements are not new; 
Natives have been doing it since time 
immemorial. We acknowledge who was there 
before. When non-Natives acknowledge, it 
can be positive, but it can also be negative. 
If a land acknowledgement is done without 
any input or collaboration from the Native 
community or if that input is ignored, it can 
be a way to continue segregation lines. Also, 
if the statement is overly inclusive, it could 
make us [the Native community] wonder why 
you’re not giving the land back. The positive 
side comes from listening to input and truly 
collaborating. The statement is a way to 
navigate sticky situations. It affirms that our 
people were here before and our people 
are here now in the community. It helps to 
ensure that the origin stories will continue to 
be taught.  

How can the Glen Ellyn Community get 
involved beyond just acknowledgement?  
Find ways to create space for Natives and 
uplift Native voices in the community and to 
do so whenever possible, not just specific 

Native dates. Highlight and bring in Native 
movies, artists, and musicians. Support the 
livelihood of the [Native] community.  

With our “Beyond Land 
Acknowledgement” programs where we 
are putting actions to our words, we hope 
to have community volunteers join us. What 
would be the most important things for 
them to know?  
Come in with an open mind and heart. This is 
not your space to manage; you are a guest. 
Acknowledge that there are things you may 
not know. Wait to be asked, respecting those 
whose space it is. There is a jingle skirt that I 
care for which must be handled with a certain 
spirit. Whenever I find it has been moved, 
there is a ceremony that must be done since I 
don’t know what energy the person handling 
it had. Youth are considered sacred; touching 
is not appropriate. Small things can turn big. 
Example: someone was trying to get the 
youth to settle down. After putting a hand 
on one of the youths and pulling the braid 
of another, this person had to be talked to. 
The intention had no harm to it, but there is 
historical trauma, especially when it comes 
to a Native’s hair. For photos of a Native child, 
it is important to ask the mother. Traditionally, 
a small gift would be given to the child as a 
thank you for permission.  

Are there any books, movies, or music that 
you recommend?  
Contemporary Native music and music that 
fuses traditional with contemporary.   

I’ve really gotten into Native Hip Hop, and 
it’s so fantastic!  
Yes! There’s this one group... Snotty Kids or...  

Snotty Nose Rez Kids?  
Yes!   

Beyond the Land Acknowledgement
By Jeanine Vaughn
Adult Programming Librarian

*American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries is an initiative of the American Library Association (ALA) made possible with 
funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. (gepl.org/grant)
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Everyone

Ensure that the Origin Stories will 
Continue to be Taught
Ice Cream Social
Monday, June 13 • 7-8:30 pm • Library Parking Lot
Celebrate the beginning of summer! Enjoy free ice cream and experience Native American 
culture through storytelling, music, and dance provided by Trickster Cultural Center. 

Summer Solstice Celebration
Sunday, June 19 • 11 am-Noon
Churchill Woods, St. Charles Road (various entrances)
Learn how Natives from different tribes honor the longest day of the year on June 21 with 
Joseph Standing Bear from Midwest SOARRING Foundation. The summer solstice is 
celebrated in many cultures around the world. Please meet at the Churchill Woods picnic 
shelter. Pull in at the sign labeled Churchill Woods Picnic Shelter and park in the lot. Follow 
the path to the picnic shelter.

Nature Camp: A Native American Approach to Learning About 
Our Environment  
Monday, July 11 through Friday, July 15 • 9 am-Noon
Churchill Woods, St. Charles Road (various entrances)
Nature Camp with the Trickster Cultural Center will explore Native American perspectives 
of the natural world. Campers will focus on the four sacred elements—water, land, air, and 
fire with Trickster’s team of Elders, veterans, storytellers, and plant knowledge-keepers. 
Nature Camp will meet in the Churchill Woods West Picnic Area. Pull in at the sign labeled 
Churchill Woods Picnic Shelter, park in the lot, and library staff will greet you. Each day 
requires separate registration. For ages 7 through adult.

Native Elders Presentation  
Thursday, July 21 • 10:30-11:30 am • 2nd Floor Atrium South
Native Elders share their cultural experiences, knowledge, perspectives, and traditions 
with their community. Learn about land acknowledgements, the history of the land, and 
environmental studies from an Elder from Trickster Cultural Center.

Native American Summer Festival  
Saturday, August 27 • 2-4 pm • Library Parking Lot
Experience Native American culture through storytelling, music, and dance provided by 
Trickster Cultural Center. 

They’re awesome!  
I’m so glad to see more Native voices 
telling contemporary stories, like Rez Dogs. 
But I want more urban Natives, not just 
reservation living since a lot of us don’t live 
on the reservation. Shows and stories 
that show people just living their lives. 
Representation of traditional aspects side 
by side with day-to-day living. 

Thank you, Gina, for taking the time to 
talk with me. 
My pleasure. 

Music by Snotty Nose Rez Kids is 
available on Hoopla at ged.swanlibraries.
net/Hoopla/12984216. The TV series 
Reservation Dogs is available on Hulu. 

Another partner for Indigenous voices in 
our community is Midwest SOARRING 
Foundation. Midwest SOARRING is working 
with the Village of Glen Ellyn to establish a 
Native American Cultural & Environmental 
Center at what is now Churchill Woods 
Forest Preserve (fundthecenter.org). This 
was the home of the historical site of a large 
Potawatomi village dating to roughly 1760. 
We look forward to working with these 
partners in Summer 2022.

TRICKSTER CULTURAL 
CENTER 
Trickster Cultural Center is a registered 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) Native American and 
community arts center that also serves 
Native American veterans and their 
needs... Trickster Cultural Center was 
established on March 5th, 2005 to create 
a unique contemporary view of Native arts, 
cultural education, and awareness. Today 
the Trickster Cultural Center is the only 
Native American owned and operated 
arts institution in the state of Illinois.  
(tricksterculturalcenter.org)

MIDWEST SOARRING  
Midwest SOARRING (Save Our Ancestor’s 
Remains & Resources Indigenous Network 
Group) Foundation is a Native American 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization whose 
mission is to work toward repatriation, 
protect sacred sites, educate the public 
and promote community building among 
all people regarding indigenous lifeways. 
(midwestsoarring.org)

2021 National Gathering of American Indian VeteransGina Roxas
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HIGH SCHOOL
Let’s Talk: Queer Creativity and Joy  
Friday, June 3 • 1-2 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms  
Celebrate LGBTQ Pride Month by sharing ways to bring joy, 
connectivity, and creativity to life and listening to personal stories 
about being out in Glen Ellyn. Discussion led by students and adults 
from Glenbard East and West Prism Clubs, and the West Chicago 
Suburbs Chapter of Young: Equal. 

OneInMath Volunteer Information Session  
Sunday, June 26 • 2-3 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms   
Looking for leadership experience? Do you love working with 
kids? Do you enjoy math? If you answered yes, OneInMath is for 
you! OneInMath is a free, structured program run by high school 
volunteers. Volunteers work with five students in grades K-3 for two 
hours each Sunday between September and November to help 
them overcome math anxiety, build confidence, and master basic 
arithmetic skills. A Mandatory Volunteer Training session will be 
held in late August.

ACT/SAT Practice Tests     
ACT: Saturdays, June 11, July 9, August 13 • 9:30 am-2 pm
SAT: Saturdays, June 18, July 16, August 20 • 9:30 am-2 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Beat test day jitters by taking unreported ACT/SAT tests. Tests will 
be administered by College Nannies + Sitters in Wheaton. Please 
bring at least two No. 2 pencils and a graphing calculator.

The library in my hometown is one of the few buildings that I can 
remember clearly – it was a stand-alone building next to the fish ‘n 
chip shop where we would often get dinner on Friday nights. As a 
child, I remember it being large, dark and a little foreboding. I think 
this was mainly from the silence that hung in the air as soon as you 
walked through the front door. The silence almost seemed like a 
character and force of its own. Despite this, I still remember the 
pride and excitement at getting my very first library card – it was on 
white cardboard.  

Libraries have changed a great deal since that time. Architects 
are opening spaces and maximizing light, and instead of being 
information gatekeepers, librarians have become “guides at your 
side,” helping people find information and enjoyable recreational 
reading. What hasn’t changed is the joy on children’s faces when 
they get their first library card. After they have signed their name, 
the card is often picked up and held high to show their siblings and 
parents.  

As middle schoolers, kids hang out at the library and read the 
latest graphic novels with friends after school, and as high school 
students, they visit to exam-cram. 

Years later, when cardholders turn 18, they trade their youth card 
for an adult library card. Some laugh or cringe at their younger self’s 
signature on their youth card, while others want to keep the card 
and signature as a memento or art piece. Soon, they might consult 
Consumer Reports online to find the best-rated washer and dryer 
to replace the ones that just died mid-wash (speaking from personal 
experience with that one).  

Whatever your age or stage, we look forward to helping you find 
something just right for you at the library!  

Rites of Passage
By Theresa Lang
Library Services Director

Apple Wallet is an application included 
with Apple devices that run iOS 9 and later 
(iPhone and iPod touch) that allows users 
to digitally store items like credit and loyalty 
cards. You can use the QR code to request 
a text message that will allow you to add 
your Glen Ellyn Public Library card to your 
mobile device’s wallet.Cleve Carney Museum of Art and McAninch Arts 

Center at College of DuPage Host Andy Warhol 
Exhibition in Summer 2023

Tickets on Sale August 6, 2022—Warhol2023.org

Glen Ellyn Public Library
in Your Mobile Wallet
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High School/Middle School/Youth

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Welcome to The Middle
Friday, June 10 • 10 am-4 pm • The Middle
Rising sixth graders, welcome to The Middle! The Middle at the 
library is reserved just for middle school students and has board and 
video games and is a great place to meet up. Ask at the Youth Desk 
during this event and receive a favor bag full of information and fun, 
while supplies last!

Graphic Novel Crew  
Wednesday, August 10 • 4-4:30 pm • Youth Program Room
Do you love comics and graphic novels? Discuss eight fantastic 
graphic novels and share what you’re reading. For grades 6-8.

Decorate Your Locker  
Wednesday, August 24 • 4-5 pm • Youth Program Room
Are you ready for the 2022/23 school year? Craft some items to 
make your locker fun! For grades 6-8.

Make a Sit-Upon  
Tuesday, June 7 • 2-3pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Make a waterproof portable seat for your outdoor adventures. 
For grades 3-5.

Coding with Scratch  
Wednesday, June 22 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Learn the basics of coding with Scratch, an app that uses a visual, 
block-based language to create animations and games. 
For grades 3-5.

Grass Head Planter  
Tuesday, July 19 • 2-3pm
Youth Program Room
Make a head-shaped planter from a recycled plastic bottle that will 
grow fun grass hair. For grades 3-5.

Photography Fun  
Thursday, July 28 • 6-7 pm
Library Butterfly Garden
Learn some photography basics and tips, then put them to use in 
an outdoor photo challenge. Meet at the Butterfly Garden near the 
library parking lot. Use your own device or borrow one of ours! For 
grades 3-5 and their grownup. 

Sing and Soar
with Nanny Nikki

Saturday, June 25 • 10:30-11 am
Lake Ellyn Park, 645 Lenox Road
Nanny Nikki  hosts a fun and interactive 
musical show in the park with sing-alongs, 
dancing, and puppets! For families of all ages.

Archery Fun    
Wednesday, July 27 • 1-3:30 pm • Churchill Woods, St. Charles Road (various entrances)
Learn safety tips, proper shooting techniques, and basic archery skills from a certified 
instructor. Equipment will be provided. Please meet in the Churchill Woods West Picnic Area. 
Pull in at the sign labeled Churchill Woods Forest Preserve District of DuPage County and park 
in the lot. Follow the path at the far end of the lot—the picnic area is adjacent to the trail. In the 
event of poor weather, please meet in the shelter east further along the trail. For grades 6-12.

Nature Scavenger Hunt  
Monday, June 27 • 10-11:30 am • Churchill Woods, St. Charles Road (various entrances)
Learn about the critters that call Churchill Woods home during a guided scavenger hunt. Please 
meet in the Churchill Woods West Picnic Area. Pull in at the sign labeled Churchill Woods Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County and park in the lot. Follow the path at the far end of the lot—
the picnic area is adjacent to the trail. In the event of poor weather, please meet in the shelter 
east further along the trail. For ages 5-8 and their grownups.
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Outdoor Art  
Monday, June 20 • 10-11 am
Surrey Park, 95 Surrey Drive
Create a messy, nature-themed masterpiece at the park! Dress for a 
mess! For 2-5 years.

Make a Journey Stick  
Thursday, June 23 • 4-4:30 pm
Picnic Tables near the Library Parking Lot
Walk along the Prairie Path and build a journey stick. Journey sticks 
originate from first nation people in northern America. On their 
journeys, they would collect leaves, stones, grass and other nature 
elements and attach them to a stick with string, adding more as the 
journey progressed. The journey would then be remembered—with 
stories told based on the various natural artifacts on the stick—and 
the journey could be retraced on the way home. For grades k-2.

Human Sundial Kit
Available beginning Friday, July 15
The shadow created by an object on a sunny day can tell you 
what time it is! Draw and use the shadows created by your body at 
different times of day to tell the time. For grades k-2.

Baby, Meet Baby
Thursdays • August 11-25 • 9-10 am 
North and South Meeting Rooms
Meet other babies and their grownups in a small group setting. 
Fifteen name tags (children only) will be available at the Youth Desk 
beginning 30 minutes prior to the program start time. For birth-24 
months and their grownups.

Dial-A-Story
Call 630-534-9700 and select 1-10 to hear 
a story, rhyme, or even jokes read aloud by a 
Glen Ellyn Public Library staff member. Press 
# at any time to return to the menu. 

Thirty percent of Americans lack reliable 
internet access, but if you have access to a 
phone, you can hear a story any time!  

Blanding’s Turtles 
at Willowbrook Wildlife Center  

Friday, July 8 • 10-11 am
Willowbrook Wildlife Center, 525 S. Park Boulevard
Learn about the endangered Blanding’s turtle and walk the 
Willowbrook outdoor exhibit trail with a Willowbrook Interpreter. 
Blanding’s turtles live in wetlands and marshy areas in the Midwest 
and Northeast but populations are threatened by habitat loss, 
automobile traffic, and predators. The library’s 2022 Summer 
Reading Program will benefit the Forest Preserve District’s 
Blanding’s turtle “head-start” program. Please meet outside the 
front doors of the main building by the Visitor Information sign. 
For pre-k through grade 1 and their grownups.

Design a Sticker
August 1-31
Draw a design for a sticker to be used as a 
reward in a new Reading Club beginning this 
fall! Three designs will be chosen to be fea-
tured prizes! Pick up an entry form and submit 
your sticker design at the Youth Desk—one 
submission per person. For grades k-8.

Visit StoryWalk® 
Along the Prairie Path between Forest 
Avenue and Park Boulevard
StoryWalk® in downtown Glen Ellyn will 
have a new book for summer: Wonder 
Walkers by Micha Archer. StoryWalk® is an 
exciting, interactive way for children—and 
adults—to enjoy reading and the outdoors. 
Pages from a children’s book are placed on 
permanent signs along the walkway and 
changed periodically throughout the year.



Find all programs and events at calendar.gepl.org          11   Registration required 

The Guide
Summer 2022  |  Vol. 33  |  No. 3

Glen Ellyn Public Library
400 Duane Street
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137
630-469-0879  |  gepl.org

Direct Dial
2nd Floor Information Desk: 630-790-6630
Youth Desk: 630-790-6620
Library Services Desk: 630-469-0879 x5
Cafe: 630-790-6772

Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am-9 pm; Friday: 9 am-6 pm
Saturday: 9 am-5 pm; Sunday: 1-5 pm

Summer Closures
Monday, July 4: Independence Day

Executive Director
Dawn Bussey
630-790-6760 | director@gepl.org

Board of Trustees
Molly McGinnis Knapke, President
Tim Brinker, Vice President
Molly Hoerster, Secretary
Karen Volk, Treasurer
Maryanne Deaton, Trustee
Erin Micklo, Trustee
Susan Stott, Trustee

Accessibility
The Glen Ellyn Public Library encourages persons 
with disabilities to participate in its programs and 
activities. If you anticipate needing any type of 
accommodation or have questions about the 
physical access provided, please call 630-469-
0879 in advance of your participation or visit. 
More at gepl.org/accessibility.

Promotion
Adults and children may be photographed and 
videotaped by library staff or their representatives 
in the course of library activities. The images may be 
used, without accompanying personal identification, 
in library publicity. If you have a concern about this 
policy, please contact library staff.

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County photos 
used with permission.

Youth

Summer Storytime      
Tuesday, June 7-Thursday, July 28 • Virtual and In-Person Programs
The Glen Ellyn Public Library offers a variety of storytimes for children 
starting at birth. During librarian-led programs that incorporate stories, songs, 
movement, rhymes, and other activities, your child will learn to love reading 
and the library. This summer, enjoy Bilingual Storytime in both Spanish and 
English, Together Time, Pajama Storytime, and Storytime in the Park. Visit 
gepl.org/storytime for details. 

Storytime Around the Campfire with Friends
Wednesday, June 1 • 10:30-11 am, 11:30 am-Noon  • Youth Program Room
Bring your stuffed animals to hear a story around the library campfire, and then 
build your own “campfire” to take home. Ten name tags (children only) will be 
available at the Youth Desk beginning 30 minutes prior to the program start 
time. For 3-6 years.

Star Spangled Storytime
Saturday, July 2 • 10:30-11 am • Youth Program Room
Independence Day is Monday, July 4! Show your patriotic spirit by listening to 
a story, participating in a craft, and marching in a mini parade around the library. 
Twenty name tags (children only) will be available at the Youth Desk beginning 
30 minutes prior to the program start time. For 3-5 years.

STORYTIME

Glenbard Parent Series (GPS)

Parent Nation 
Unlocking Every Child’s Potential, Fulfilling 
Society’s Promise  

Tuesday, August 23 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program 
Dr. Dana Suskind’s latest book, Parent Nation, offers a powerful blueprint for a 
society that helps all families meet the developmental needs of their children. 
Weaving together the latest science on the developing brain with stories of 
families from all walks of life, Dr. Suskind shows that the status quo—scores 
of parents left to shoulder the enormous responsibility of early childhood care 
and education on their own—is not only unsustainable, but deeply detrimental 
to children, families, and society. 



FRIENDS
Used Book Sales
Bimonthly in the basement of the library.

Monday, June 13 • 7-8:30 pm (during the Ice Cream Social)
Saturday, July 16 • 9 am-2 pm

Visit the expanded Used Book Nook in the lobby next to The Cafe. 
Most items are $2 for adult books and $1 for children’s books.
 

Book Donations
Book donations for used-book sales are accepted at the Library 
Services Desk at any time. If you have a large donation, please contact 
Dennis McCarthy, Building Engineer, at 630-790-6765 to schedule 
a drop-off appointment. We prefer quality adult and children’s books 
in good condition and cannot accept encyclopedias, magazines, or 
damaged, musty, or outdated materials. 

For more information on Friends activities, visit gepl.org/friends. 

FOUNDATION
Celebration of Life: Ray Cliff
February 7, 1936-January 25, 2022

Ray Cliff, who served on the Library Board of Directors from 
1999-2003 and the Foundation Board of Directors from 
2003-2009 passed away in January 2022 at the age of 86. 
Ray’s vision for the Foundation expanded its impact, grew its 
membership, and helped ensure its future.  

Ray loved tennis, biking, singing show tunes, and sailing 
on his boat, Cliff Hangar. Ray also taught ESL classes, had 
a taste for adventure, and impressed everyone with his 
integrity and good humor.  

The Glen Ellyn Public Library is thankful to Ray for his 
support of the library and to his wife Melissa and their family 
for sharing Ray with us. 
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CAFE
Enjoy seasonal summer ingredients with 
quiche, a salad, or a sandwich at The Cafe. 
For a cool summer treat, try Sunset Slush!

CAFE MENU

SUNSET SLUSH 
This summer, late May through the end 
of August (weather permitting), Sunset 
Slush will be temporarily relocating to 
the south side of the library.


