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While I hope that we are past the worst of the 
pandemic, it is still a very stressful time for 
many. It is rare to pass a day without hearing 
news about a potential recession, a mass 
shooting, or the ongoing war in Ukraine. 
Prices are rising and investment portfolios 
are shrinking. 

One of the indicators of the stress in our 
community is the county suicide rate. In 2021, 
DuPage County reported 89 suicides, seven 
of which were residents age 19 years or 
younger. At the end of June 2022, there were 
already 60 suicides reported, five of which 
were residents age 19 years or younger.  

According to Mental Health America’s report 
titled The State of Mental Health in America,  

“Nationally, fewer than 1 in 3 youth with 
severe depression receive consistent 
mental health care. Even among youth 
with severe depression who receive some 
treatment, only 27% received consistent 
care.” 

In response to these statistics, actions are 
being taken nationally and locally to address 
mental health care concerns.  

• Under federal law, a new 988 hotline took 
effect in July as the nationwide, easy-to-
remember, three-digit dialing code for 
individuals in crisis to connect to suicide 
prevention and mental health crisis 
counselors with the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline.  

• Illinois passed a bill that allows students 
to take up to five excused mental health 
days.  

• District 41, 89, and 87 schools are 
emphasizing mental health awareness 
through various efforts like providing 

information about community mental 
health resources, reminders about 
available support, letters to parents, 
students and teachers highlighting signs 
of depression, and positive messages for 
all students. 

• Glenbard Parent Series has expanded 
its programming to include topics like 
The New Adolescence: Raising Happy 
and Successful Teens in an Age of Anxiety 
and Distraction (October 2020), A 
Community Conversation About Suicide: 
Student Voices, Resources and Hope 
(December 2020), Behind Happy Faces: 
Depression and Suicide, Lets’ Talk About 
It (September 2021), Un Extraño en la 
casa: Psicología de los Adolescentes 
Explicada a los Padres para una Mejor 
Comprensión/A Stranger at Home: 
Adolescent Psychology Explained to 
Parents for a Better Understanding (April 
2022), and More Than Moody: Suicide, 
Let’s Talk About It (September 2022). 

• In April of 2021, the residents of Milton 
Township approved a referendum 
to create a 708 Community Mental 
Health Board to establish and maintain 
community services for mental 
health, substance use disorder, and 
development disability. 708 Boards are 
named for House of Representatives 
Resolution 708, which created them.   

• The Village of Glen Ellyn and the Glen 
Ellyn Public Library enlisted the help of 
Glen Ellyn Youth & Family Counseling 
Service (GEYFCS) to help residents of 
Glen Ellyn more easily access individual, 
family, or couples counseling, crisis 
intervention and support, and referral 
and linkage to community resources. In 
2022, the Village contributed $190,000 
to GEYFCS. To help increase the number 

of hours of counseling service available, 
the library is now hosting appointments 
and drop-in visits with a GEYFCS 
professional. Every Tuesday, from 9 am 
to noon on the 2nd floor of the library, a 
counselor meets with individuals who 
have scheduled appointments, and from 
1-4 pm welcomes walk-in visitors on a 
first-come, first-served basis. To make 
an appointment, please call 630-469-
3040, ext. 3045 or email Jessica Gul at 
jessicagul@geyfcs.org. Minors 13 and 
under must be accompanied by a parent. 

Soon, the Milton Township 708 Board will be 
announcing a grant opportunity to increase 
access to mental health resources within 
Milton Township. The Village of Glen Ellyn, 
Glen Ellyn Public Library, and GEYFCS plan 
to work together to maintain and increase 
access to much-needed mental health 
resources in our community.   

I hope that you have visited the library 
recently. I am proud of the staff members who 
work every day to make the library a place 
where everyone feels safe and welcome, and 
where you can find the resources you need in 
our community.

If you have questions about any of the 
information above, or anything else about the 
library, please email me at director@gepl.org 
or phone 630-790-6760.
 

—Dawn Bussey
Executive Director

Glen Ellyn Public Library Supports the 
Mental Health of our Community
Every Tuesday, from 9 am to noon on the 2nd floor of the library, a counselor meets with individuals who have 
scheduled appointments, and from 1-4 pm welcomes walk-in visitors on a first-come, first-served basis. 
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ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT
These events made possible by 
Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries 
offering high-quality events. 

A Conversation with Marlee 
Matlin: From Oscar to West Wing 
and Beyond  
Wednesday, September 14 • 7-8 pm
Virtual Program 
In celebration of Deaf Awareness 
Month, Marlee Matlin joins Illinois 
Libraries Present to share the highs 
and lows of her Hollywood career and journeys as an activist. The 
youngest recipient of the Best Actress Oscar, Matlin’s acting career 
recently achieved another milestone as her 2021 film CODA swept 
every category it was nominated in at the 2022 Academy Awards. 
This program will be offered in American Sign Language (ASL) and 
translated through an interpreter. 

A Conversation with Jesmyn Ward, Two-time National 
Book Award Winner  
Wednesday, October 12 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program 

A Conversation with Caitlin Doughty, Author of The Order 
of the Good Death  
Wednesday, November 16 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program

____________________________________________________________________

No Shush Salon: Open Mic with Guest Performers  
Thursdays • September 29, October 27 • 6:30-9 pm
2nd Floor Round Window Area
Local creative types gather to discuss creative things. Share your 
works-in-progress or finished endeavors at an open mic! Use your 
10 minutes to sing, dance, read, recite—whatever you choose. 
Sessions will include scheduled guest performances! Spectators 
are welcome and appreciated.

September 29: John Wolaver
John is a guitarist who will be running the library’s Guitar for 
Beginners program, which begins Wednesday, October 19.

October 27: Michael Allen Rose
Michael will tell scary tales to fit the season. 
____________________________________________________________________

Guitar for Beginners  
Wednesdays • 7-8:30 pm
October 19, 26, November 2, 9, 16, 30, December 7, 14, 21
North and South Meeting Rooms
Learn guitar basics from guitarist John Wolaver  in a friendly group 
setting. Please bring your own guitar.  For age 16 and up. 
____________________________________________________________________

Veterans Day
Friday, November 11 • 1-3 pm • 2nd Floor Atrium East
Author Michael Duffy will discuss his book From Chicago to Vietnam: 
A Memoir of War. After the presentation, drinks and snacks will 
be served. To honor our veterans, every veteran who attends will 
recieve an American flag pin.

Everyone/Adult

____________________________________________________________________

Meet the Artist: Trickster Cultural Center
Saturday, September 3 • Noon-1:30 pm • 2nd Floor Atrium South
Meet the artists from Trickster Cultural Center whose art is on the 
Gallery Wall in August and September.. 
____________________________________________________________________

Interactive Movie: Encanto  
Friday, September 30 • 6:30-9 pm • 2nd Floor of the Library
Whisper when Bruno is mentioned and sing along during a live 
showing of the film Encanto. Popcorn, candy, and drinks will be 
provided. For adults and kids of all ages.
____________________________________________________________________

Game Day
Thursday, November 17 • Throughout the Youth Department
International Game Day on November 15 is a global event to 
emphasize how games are fun and beneficial for people of all ages. 
Enjoy board games, card games, and trivia. Learn a new game or 
play an old favorite. For adults and kids of all ages. 
____________________________________________________________________

Holiday Walk at the Library
Friday, November 25 • 1:30-4:30 pm • Throughout the Library
Before you head downtown for the Glen Ellyn Holiday Walk, come 
to the library! Enjoy performances by acoustic duo Kilty Pleasure, 
Glenbard South Madrigal Singers, Music Institute of Chicago 
Virtuoso Strings, and Bellas Artes School of Music, make a holiday-
themed craft and enter a raffle for holiday prizes. Refreshments will 
be served. For adults and kids of all ages.

Haunted Library
Friday, October 21 • 6-8 pm • Throughout the Library
The library will close early on Friday, October 21 at 3 pm and re-open 
at 6 pm transformed into two floors of bone-chilling hauntings! 

In the Youth Department, you will find family-
friendly frights and be able to participate in 
a scavenger hunt and listen to not-so-scary 
stories read aloud.

In the North and South meeting rooms, 
Chicagoland authors Michael Allen Rose, 
Daniel Kraus (The Death and Life of Zebulon 
Finch), Damian Serbu (The Vampire’s Angel), 
Cynthia Pelayo (Children of Chicago), and 
John Everson (The House by the Cemetery) 
will be available to talk horror and will also 
have books available for purchase.

On the 2nd floor, Glenbard West Theatre 
students and library staff will enact excerpts 
from horror stories. Please note that there 
will be flashing lights and dry ice in use on the 
2nd floor.

Visit the library after hours, if you dare! 
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First Friday Matinees  
Fridays • 1:30-3:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms

September 2 • The Trouble with Harry (1955)
October 7 • Frankenstein (1931)
November 4 • Plymouth Adventure (1952)
Watch classic films and enjoy complimentary drinks and snacks.
____________________________________________________________________

Tech Help One-on-One  
Appointments available at calendar.gepl.org or by calling the 2nd 
Floor Information Desk at 630-790-6630.
Get hands-on instruction with your tablet, smartphone, or laptop to 
learn how to operate your device or get Microsoft, Apple, or Google 
platform software help in a 45-minute one-on-one appointment with 
library staff. 
____________________________________________________________________

MICROSOFT SKILLS: INTERMEDIATE
Shakespeare Room  
Learn skills like inserting images, basic formulas, and using page 
breaks in this small, hands-on class. Content will be tailored to 
participants’ questions and interests. Bring your own laptop.

Excel  
Tuesdays • September 6, October 4, November 1 • 6-7 pm
Thursdays • September 8, October 13, November 10 • 10-11 am

Word 
Tuesdays • September 13, October 11, November 8 • 6-7 pm
Thursdays • September 15, October 20, November 17 • 10-11 am
____________________________________________________________________

DIGITAL SKILLS FOR SENIORS  
Glen Ellyn Police Department Community Room
65 South Park Boulevard 
Learn basic computer skills based on your questions in a small, 
hands-on class. Bring your own laptop. 

Getting Started on a Computer and 
Using a Search Engine  
Wednesday, September 7  • 10:30-11:30 am

Using Email  
Wednesday, October 5  • 10:30-11:30 am

Being Safe Online: Accounts and Passwords, Online Fraud 
and Scams, and Internet Privacy  
Wednesday, November 2 • 10:30-11:30 am
____________________________________________________________________

Donuts & BINGO
Thursdays • 10:30-11:30 am
September 8, October 13, November 10
Main Street Recreation Center, 501 Hill Avenue
Visit with friends over coffee and donuts while playing everyone’s 
favorite game. Bingo will be free to play, and games will start at 10:30 
am. One bingo card per participant. Coffee, donuts, and bingo cards 
will be provided, and prizes will be awarded to winners. Offered in 
partnership with the Glen Ellyn Park District. For ages 55 and up.

Thursday Evening Book Club  
Thursdays • 7-8 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms

September 8: West with Giraffes by Linda Rutledge
October 13: Overground Railroad by Candacy Taylor
November 10: True Biz by Sarah Novic
Copies of book discussion titles are available on the 2nd floor near 
the study rooms, or you can request a copy for pick up at the drive-
up window by calling the 2nd Floor Information Desk at 630-790-
6630 or emailing reference@gepl.org.
____________________________________________________________________

Vitalant Blood Drive  
Mondays • September 12, November 7 • 1:30-7 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Schedule your donation appointment at vitalant.org or call 
877-25-VITAL. Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are 
recommended.
____________________________________________________________________

GET HIRED!
North and South Meeting Rooms  

Resume Check   
Tuesday, September 13 • 10 am–Noon 
(20-minute sessions; two people per session)
Receive feedback on your resume or cover letter from a job coach 
from People’s Resource Center to help match your resume to the 
job you desire.

Interview Practice   
Thursday, September 22 • 10 am–Noon 
(45-minute sessions; three people per session)
Participate in mini mock-interviews with multiple job coaches from 
People’s Resource Center and receive real-time feedback.
____________________________________________________________________

Trivia Night
Thursdays • 7-9 pm
September 15, October 6, 20, November 3, 17 
The Beer Cellar, 488 Crescent Boulevard
Grab some friends or head out by yourself to The Beer Cellar Glen 
Ellyn for live trivia!
____________________________________________________________________

Voter Registration 
Tuesday, September 20 • 4:30-6 pm • Library South Portico
In honor of National Voter Registration Day, members of the League 
of Women Voters of Glen Ellyn will  help people register to vote.
____________________________________________________________________

NaNoWriMo: Come Write In!  
Mondays • November 7, 14, 21, 28 • 5-9 pm
Shakespeare Room and Lounge
Dedicated writing time, fun challenges, and word-sprint compe-
titions to help writers boost their writing output. For high school 
through adult.
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Adult

Why and when did you choose to become 
a librarian?  

MT: My first job out of college was as an 
editorial assistant at a magazine and book 
publisher. While it was exciting to be part 
of selecting and publishing articles and 
books, I realized that the isolation of editing 
all day was not for me. What I really love 
about stories is how they impact readers 
and create connections. Libraries offered a 
way to work with people, while connecting 
them with resources and stories that could 
enhance their lives. I loved that aspect of the 
work as a part-time staff member at a public 
library, which led me to pursue my Master’s in 
Library and Information Science. I still love it 
16 years later.    

Do you have any fun childhood memories 
of the library?  

MT: I grew up in a small town, and my mom 
was a teacher. In the summer we went to 
the library almost daily. By the time I was ten 
or eleven, I had read almost everything in 
the children’s section and was given special 
permission to check out materials from the 
adult collection. One of my favorite things 
about the library was the old-school due date 
stamping machine at the front desk, which 
made a satisfying ca-chunk sound every time 
they stamped a date card.   

What do you wish people knew about Glen 
Ellyn Public Library?  

MT: What is amazing about Glen Ellyn Public 
Library is how vibrant and active it is every 
day. As staff members we get to interact with 
all types of people, including people utilizing 
study rooms to conduct a Zoom meeting 
or take a practice exam, small business 
owners looking to research demographic 
info, individuals doing genealogy research 
about their family, readers, families, high 
school students, book club members and 

more. The library offers many innovative 
and engaging experiences, from an open 
mic No Shush Salon program to 3D printing, 
to art exhibits, an on-demand Short Story 
kiosk, and a full-service café. Staff bring a 
wealth of experience and expertise, and 
constantly work to understand and meet 
community needs. For example, the library 
recently began hosting a social work intern 
from Glen Ellyn Youth & Family Counseling 
Services for office hours each Tuesday in the 
library. Anyone can make an appointment or 
drop in for help with getting connected with 
community resources or counseling.    

What is your favorite book genre?  

MT: I go through phases. Lately I have been 
enjoying domestic thrillers from authors 
like Peter Swanson, Lisa Lutz, and Sally 
Hepworth as well as contemporary fiction 
and romantic comedies like The Summer 
Job by Lizzy Dent or Red, White & Royal Blue 
by Casey McQuiston. I love story-driven 
books that are fast-paced with interesting 
characters.  

If a movie or show comes out that was 
based on a book, do you watch first to see if 
you’d like the book, or do you read the book 
first?  

MT: Always the book! Usually if I’ve read the 
book that the movie is based on, then I don’t 
really want to watch, because so much gets 
changed and left out. Plus the actors often 
don’t match what was in my head.  

What is the weirdest food that you enjoy? Is 
there a story behind it?  

MT: I will eat almost anything and love to try 
new foods. I’ve eaten different cuisines from 
all over the world, and have tried and enjoyed 
crocodile, raw beef, squid ink, sea urchin, 
eel, seaweed, goat, and even grasshoppers. 
Probably the weirdest thing is the one thing 

I won’t eat—celery. I can’t stand the taste or 
texture and it’s all I can taste even when it’s 
been added to a broth or juice—yuck!   

If you had to live in a different state, which 
would it be?  

MT: Somewhere warm! I’ve lived in Illinois 
most of my life, with a few years spent in 
Missouri, but have always disliked the winter. 
I would love to live somewhere that is warm 
most of the year at some point in my life. 
Places I’ve considered include the Carolinas, 
Florida, California, or New Mexico.    

Do you have a favorite hobby?  

MT: My favorite hobbies include playing 
tennis, reading, and eating at new 
restaurants. In the summer and fall I play 
tennis three to four days a week, but 
somehow I’m still not very good. I enjoy it 
because I get to be outside, spend time with 
friends, and stay active.  

What’s your favorite ’90s jam? 

MT: As someone who was in high school 
during the 90s, this is a tough question! 
Nirvana stands out—I especially liked 
“Come As You Are” and their Nirvana: MTV 
Unplugged in New York album. Oasis’s 
“Wonderwall” was on repeat in my car in 
the 90s, but I don’t listen to it these days. 
Radiohead continues to be one of my top-
played artists.   

Favorite sports team? Least favorite sports 
team?  

MT: That’s easy—go, Cubbies! I’m also a big 
Illinois basketball fan, and enjoy watching 
tennis, golf, and soccer.   

Q&A
Adult Department Director
Maggie Thomann
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Adult Reading Recommendations 

Spine-Chilling Reads
From Brenna Murphy
Readers’ Advisory Librarian 

Fall is the perfect time of year to curl up with a scary book! From 
horror to mystery/thriller to nonfiction, these reading suggestions 
have something for everyone.  

The Daughter of Doctor Moreau by Silvia Moreno-Garcia  
This retelling of The Island of Doctor Moreau by H.G. Wells is set 
in the lush jungles of Yucatán, Mexico. Carlota Moreau lives on an 
isolated estate, along with her father’s twisted hybrid creatures. 
When two outsiders show up, a sinister truth is revealed. Eerie and 
unsettling, this will appeal to fans of historical fiction, strong settings, 
and science fiction.  

The Woman They Could Not Silence: One Woman, Her Incredible 
Fight for Freedom, and the Men Who Tried to Make Her Disappear 
by Kate Moore 
The real horror in this work of historical nonfiction is that it reflects 
true events. In 1860, Elizabeth Packard was committed to the Illinois 
State Hospital in Jacksonville after her husband declared her 
insane. The catch? Elizabeth was quite sane, and she’s not the only 
woman confined to the asylum against her will after defying a male 
relative. Thus begins Elizabeth’s lifelong journey for justice. For fans 
of local history, true crime, and women’s rights.  

 The Only Good Indians by Stephen Graham Jones 
A chilling and suspenseful read, The Only Good Indians is the story 
of four Blackfeet men haunted by an incident from their youth. 
Returning to the reservation where they grew up, the men are 
stalked by a spirit out for revenge. This novel stands out for its strong 
sense of place and commentary on indigenous life. Not for the faint 
of heart, this is a read for devoted horror fans.  

The Woman in the Library by Sulari Gentill 
This twisty mystery will have you up reading well into the night. 
A woman is murdered in the reading room of the Boston Public 
Library and four strangers find themselves on a mission to solve the 
crime—but not everyone is who they seem. In an alternate storyline, 
an author discovers her own mystery regarding an enigmatic pen 
pal. This riveting whodunit is quick, thrilling, and unconventional, and 
is particularly enjoyable as an audiobook.  

HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
YOUNG ADULT
___________________________________________________________________

COLLEGE PLANNING | PLANIFICACIÓN UNIVERSITARIA   
High School Room | Escuela Secundaria Habitación

Need-to-know Changes  
Tuesday, September 6 • 7-8 pm
Learn about applying to college, including processes, financial 
aid, choosing a major, completing the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), connecting with advisors, as well as recent 
changes that may impact the process. 

Planificación Universitaria para Toda la Familia  
Miércoles, 9 de Noviembre • 7-8 pm
Obtenga información sobre cómo solicitar ingreso a la universidad, 
incluidos los procesos, la ayuda financiera, la elección de una 
especialización, cómo completar la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda 
Federal para Estudiantes (FAFSA), conectarse con asesores y 
cualquier cambio reciente que pueda afectar el proceso.
____________________________________________________________________

Native Voices: Indigenous Boarding and Residential 
Schools and the Pursuit of Truth and Reconciliation   
Monday, September 26 • 7-8:30 pm • Virtual Program
Presented in collaboration with the College of DuPage Native 
American Studies Committee and partnering Illinois public libraries, 
this final installment of a three-part Native Voices webinar series will 
examine the abuse, neglect and trauma Native children suffered at 
residential schools across Canada and the U.S. over the past 150 
years, the meaning and pursuit of truth and reconciliation for these 
atrocities, and the path forward regarding accountability, restitution, 
and healing.
____________________________________________________________________

Dungeons & Dragons Gaming  
Saturdays • October 1, 15 • 1-4 pm • North Meeting Room
Participate in Dungeons & Dragons gameplay with new players and 
gaming veterans. Learn essentials of character building and strategy.
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Adult/Young Adult/Youth

ADULTS LEARNING
ABOUT KIDS
___________________________________________________________________

It Takes a Village: Values-Based Parenting  
Monday, October 24 • 7-8 pm    
Youth Program Room and Virtual Program
Pediatric Neuropsychologist Dr. Kymberly Larson from Marvelous 
Minds provides tips, tricks, and treats for defining your family’s 
values, creating age-appropriate expectations and consequences, 
and guiding your children to make choices aligned with your family’s 
values. Attend in person or watch the webinar on Zoom.    
___________________________________________________________________

Early Childhood Fair 
Wednesday, November 2 • 5-7 pm • 2nd Floor Atrium East
Representatives from local early childhood organizations and pre-
schools will be available to discuss services available for your child 
age birth to 5 years. 
___________________________________________________________________

GLENBARD PARENT SERIES (GPS)
Join other parents, high school and middle school students, and 
professionals to learn about issues facing today’s youth. The 
Glenbard Parent Series engages top experts, parents, and school 
staff to become proactive and informed in pursuit of the mutual 
goal to strengthen our communities. Programs are free and open to 
the public.

Dr. Jamil Zaki: The War for Kindness: Building Empathy in a 
Fractured World
Wednesday, September 14 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program

Susan Cain with Bruce Feiler: Quiet Power: The Secret 
Strengths of Introverts 
Tuesday, October 18 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program

Dr. Shauna Shapiro: Rewiring the Teen Brain for 
Motivation and Calm 
Wednesday, November 9 • 7-8 pm • Virtual Program

Youth Reading Recommendations 

Back to School
From Kate Easley
Youth Librarian

A New School Year: Stories in Six Voices by Sally Derb
In a unique narrative, readers meet a diverse group of six children 
ranging in age from kindergarten through fifth grade. With nerves 
and excitement each child gears up for a new school year by hustling 
in the morning, meeting new teachers and new classmates during 
the day, and heading home with homework and relief by day’s end. 

The Day You Begin or El Dia En Que Descubres Quien Eres! 
by Jacqueline Woodson 
National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson and two-time 
Pura Belpre Illustrator Award winner Rafael Lopez have teamed up 
to create a poignant, yet heartening book about finding courage to 
connect, even when you feel scared and alone. 

A veces, cuando por fin damos el paso, suceden cosas increíbles. 
Habrá veces en que entres a un lugar y no veas a nadie como tú. Hay 
muchas razones por las que uno se puede sentir diferente. 

How to Start Kindergarten by Cathy Hapka 
A hilarious book about starting at a new school. David is the new kid 
at school, and is worried about fitting in. Steve is NOT worried about 
fitting in, and tells David, “Just do what I do and you will be great!”

The Best Seat in First Grade by Katharine Kenah
 This heartfelt story is just right for all children getting ready for first 
grade and other big early steps! 

All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson 
The Newbery Honor-winning author of Roller Girl is back with a 
heartwarming graphic novel about starting middle school, surviving 
your embarrassing family, and the Renaissance Faire. Eleven-year-
old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents working at the 
Renaissance Faire, and she’s eager to begin her own training as
a squire. 

Just My Rotten Luck by James Patterson 
TOUCHDOWN! James Patterson will have kids busting out laughing 
as they follow lovable bad-boy Rafe’s struggles to score big on 
the field—and in the social scene! In this seventh Middle School 
episode, Rafe heads back to the place his misadventures began: the 
dreaded Hills Village Middle School, where he’s now being forced to 
take “special” classes.
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Q&A

Name That Tune: Disney Edition  
Thursday, September 1 • 4-5 pm • The Middle
Can you guess the Disney song by listening to a 10 second clip? Can 
you fill in the lyric to a song without hearing the music? Put your musical 
knowledge to the test in this tuneful tournament! For grades 6-8.

Made in The Middle   
Thursdays • 4-5 pm • The Middle
September 22: Cross-Stitch
October 20: Hand-Sew Zom-beanies
November 17: Crochet
Learn the basics of a new hobby each month. For grades 6-8.

Haunt These Houses  
Tuesdays • October 4, 11 • 4-5 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Transform toy houses into a creepy Halloween scene to display at the 
Haunted Library on Friday, October 21. Use the provided materials and 
your imagination to craft a haunting display. Snacks will be provided. 
For grades 6-12.

Pumpkin Spice Library  
Thursday, November 3 • 4-5 pm • The Middle
It’s Fall—time for pumpkin-flavored treats! Has PSL flavoring gone too 
far? Participate in this taste-testing feast and decide! For grades 6-8.

Why and when did you choose to become 
a librarian?  

BK: It was a long time in the making. When I 
was in first grade I walked over to our public 
library with my older brother. I saw a chapter 
book with a cute dog on the cover and 
wanted to take it home with me. It was Betsy 
Byars’ Wanted...Mud Blossom.  My brother 
said there was no way I’d be able to handle 
a 200-page book at my age. Challenge 
accepted. That was the very first chapter 
book I ever read! I was hooked. 

Do you have any fun childhood memories 
of the library?  

BK: Every single Tuesday from fifth to 
eighth grade, my three closest friends and I 
would walk to the public library after school.  
First, we’d stop at the local drug store to pick 
up a snack, then the bookstore to see what 
was new, and then on to the library. We did 
homework, goofed around, and discussed 
Harry Potter at great length. The children’s 
librarian was wonderful to all of us.  

What do you wish people knew about Glen 
Ellyn Public Library?  

BK: How much the library offers outside 
of books! We have study spaces, a flight 
simulator, American Girl Dolls, a social 

Middle School Librarian 
Beth Kirchenberg

MIDDLE SCHOOL

worker, hands-on programming, a cafe, and 
the list could go on forever. 

What is your favorite book genre?  

BK: All of them. I bounce around in my 
reading. I’ll go from romcom and horror one 
day, to thrillers and picture books the next 
day.  I am an equal-opportunity reader. 

If a movie or show comes out that was 
based on a book, do you watch first to see 
if you’d like the book, or do you read the 
book first?  

BK: Chances are I will have read the book 
well before the movie comes out, but most 
film adaptations are lacking, the book is 
always better! 

If you ghost wrote something, what would 
be your pen name?  

BK: Karoline Grove. I’ve got some ideas 
brewing. Someday perhaps. 

What is the weirdest food that you enjoy? Is 
there a story behind it?  

BK: When I was a kid, I invented a snack I 
called the Elvis. It is a baby carrot dunked in 
french onion dip and capped with a black 
olive. They look like a little Elvis Presley in his 
white jumpsuit! I think they are delicious, but 
they are bizarre.  I am also a huge pickle fan. 

I will choose them over potato chips every 
time. 

You’re a new addition to the crayon box. 
What color would you be and why?  

BK: I would be a marbled crayon in jewel-
toned purple, teal, and magenta. I never can 
make up my mind so a swirl of all three is 
definitely the way to be. 

If you had to live in a different state, which 
would it be?  

BK: I would definitely stay in the Midwest. I 
grew up in northern Michigan and you just 
can’t beat the beaches. But Wisconsin does 
have cheese curds. An impossible choice. 

Do you have a favorite hobby?  

BK: I dabble in all the things! I crochet, paint, 
cross-stitch, sew, journal, play the flute, and 
more. It just depends on the day. 

What’s your favorite ’90s jam? 

BK: Hanson’s “MMMBop.” It was my very first 
CD! 

Favorite sports team? Least favorite sports 
team?  

BK: Chicago Cubs, so of course the worst 
team is the St. Louis Cardinals. 
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Middle School/Youth

____________________________________________________________________

Maker 101: Create Your First Custom Design  
Wednesday, September 14, Thursday, September 15 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Use creative tools for hands-on learning! Digitally capture your 
idea—then make it real in a 3D print, laser engraving on wood, or 
plastic or vinyl iron-on decal! For grades 3-5.
____________________________________________________________________

Bluestem Book Club   
Tuesdays • September 20, October 18, November 15
Homeschool Grades 3-5: Noon–1 pm
Grades 3-5: 6-7 pm  
Youth Program Room
Discuss a Bluestem book each month while eating pizza supplied 
by the library, or bring your own meal. We’ll start with Twins by Varian 
Johnson in September, then vote on the next title. Copies of the 
monthly title will be available to check out at the Youth Desk. For 
grades 3-5.
____________________________________________________________________

Make Worry Dolls   
Tuesday, September 27 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Learn the history of Guatemalan worry dolls and make your own. 
For grades 3-5.
____________________________________________________________________

Optical Illusion Art  
Tuesday, October 25 • 4-4:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Color, light, and patterns can create images that are misleading to 
our brains. See examples of optical illusions and create one of your 
own! For grades 3-5.
____________________________________________________________________

Native American Earth Stories and Craft  
Thursday, November 10 • 4-5 pm 
Youth Program Room
Listen to Potawatomi storyteller Ms. Gina from Trickster Cultural 
Center share traditional stories about nature and decorate a rock to 
celebrate our wonderful planet earth. For grades 3-5. 

____________________________________________________________________

Draw Your Own Adventure  
Wednesday, September 28  
Homeschool Grades K-8: 1:30-2:30 pm
Grades 3-5: 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Learn the basics of cartooning in this class presented by 
Andertoons where you decide what, where, and who happens next! 
Oozing blob or skeleton? Creepy cave or jungle? Dance party or 
staring contest? We’ll draw based completely on your suggestions! 

____________________________________________________________________

Science Fun for Everyone  
Saturday, October 8 • 10-10:45 am  
2nd Floor Atrium East
Families can watch and participate as Steve Belliveau of Getting 
Excited About Science experiments with singing rods, gummy 
worms, elephant toothpaste, Tesla coil, sparks, Peeps that come 
alive, smoke bubbles, and liquid nitrogen. For families of all ages.

This scale model, created by Ed Tosch using 
the 3D printing at the library, took over 30 
hours to design, build and paint.
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Learning About Diversity: 
Disabilities
By Christina Keasler
Youth Department Director

You may have noticed the Read Diverse Books display 
in the lobby of the library. Some of these titles are 
children’s and young adult literature that we chose 
using a search tool called Children’s Books: Portrayals 
of People with Disabilities. The tool was curated by 
the IRIS Center* and contains information about the 
following types of disabilities. 

• Autism Spectrum Disorders  
• Deaf/Hard of Hearing  
• Deaf-Blindness  
• Emotional or Behavioral Disorders  
• Health Impairments  
• Intellectual / Developmental Disabilities  
• Learning Disabilities  
• Multiple Disabilities  
• Physical Impairments  
• Speech / Language Impairments  
• Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)  
• Visual Impairments 

Reading materials that include people with disabilities 
can help normalize interactions among members of 
the community. Familiarity with disabilities can also 
help reduce the stress of real-world experiences 
outside of a child’s everyday view of the world. 

If you visit the library in person, I hope that you will 
stop at the Read Diverse Books display to see if a title 
catches your interest!  

*The IRIS Center is a national center dedicated to im-
proving education outcomes for all children, especially 
those with disabilities birth through age twenty-one, 
through the use of effective evidence-based practices 
and interventions. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Technology Learn and Play
Tuesdays • September 6, October 13, November 9 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Drop in to explore robotics and coding with technology like Ozobot, Sphero, Snap 
Circuits, Kano Star Wars Coding Kit, Botley, littleBits, Specdrums, Quiver Masks, 
Code-a-pillar, and LEGO®Robotics. Try all of the options or spend extra time with 
your favorite! For birth-12 years. Children under 7, please bring your grownup. 
 _________________________________________________________________________________

STEAM Saturday
Saturdays • September 3, October 1, November 5 • 2-4 pm
Youth Program Room
Drop in for different hands-on family STEAM activities each month. For grades 
k-2 and their families.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Read to Rover  
Tuesdays • September 13, October 11, November 8 • 6-7 pm
Youth Program Room
Read aloud to a registered therapy dog. Furry friends provide a low-stress 
environment to practice and gain reading confidence. For grades k-2.
__________________________________________________________________________________

OneInMath  
Sundays • September 18-November 20 • 2:30-3:30 pm 
North and South Meeting Rooms
Run by high school volunteers, OneInMath helps each student learn at their own 
pace and build self confidence. For grades k-3. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Build a Bristlebot  
Wednesdays • September 21, October 12 • 4-4:45 pm
Youth Program Room
Bristlebots are simple robots that can move, spin, and buzz. Using a toothbrush 
head, a coin cell battery, wires, and decorations, we’ll engineer these easy-to-
build fun robots you can keep! For grades k-2.

Visit StoryWalk®
at Prairie Path Park 
Between Forest Avenue and Park Boulevard
StoryWalk® in downtown Glen Ellyn will have 
a new book for fall: Off to See the Sea by Nikki 
Grimes. StoryWalk® is an exciting, interactive way 
for children—and adults—to enjoy reading and 
the outdoors. Pages from a children’s book are 
placed on permanent signs along the walkway 
and changed periodically throughout the year.
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Direct Dial
2nd Floor Information Desk: 630-790-6630
Youth Desk: 630-790-6620
Library Services Desk: 630-469-0879 x5
Cafe: 630-790-6772

Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am-9 pm
Friday: 9 am-6 pm
Saturday: 9 am-5 pm
Sunday: 1-5 pm

Executive Director
Dawn Bussey
630-790-6760 | director@gepl.org

Board of Trustees
Molly McGinnis Knapke, President
Tim Brinker, Vice President
Molly Hoerster, Secretary
Karen Volk, Treasurer
Maryanne Deaton, Trustee
Erin Micklo, Trustee
Susan Stott, Trustee

Fall Closures
Monday, September 5: Labor Day
Friday, October 14: Staff In-Service Day
Friday, October 21: Haunted Library Event Preparation 
(close at 3 pm)
Wednesday: November 23: Thanksgiving Eve 
(close at 5 pm)
Thursday: November 24: Thanksgiving Day

Accessibility
The Glen Ellyn Public Library encourages persons with 
disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. 
If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation 
or have questions about the physical access provided, 
please call 630-469-0879 in advance of your 
participation or visit. More at gepl.org/accessibility.

Promotion
Adults and children may be photographed and 
videotaped by library staff or their representatives 
in the course of library activities. The images may be 
used, without accompanying personal identification, in 
library publicity. If you have a concern about this policy, 
please contact library staff.

Youth

STORYTIME 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Fall Storytime in the Park
Tuesday, September 6-Wednesday, October 26
Various Parks
The Glen Ellyn Public Library offers a variety of storytimes for children starting at 
birth. During librarian-led programs that incorporate stories, songs, movement, 
rhymes, and other activities, your child will learn to love reading and the library. 
Visit gepl.org/storytime for details. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Baby Halloween Party 
Monday, October 24 • 9:30-10 am
Wednesday, October 26 • 6-6:30 pm 
Youth Program Room 
Dress baby in their Halloween costume to trick-or-treat and have some not-too-
scary fun! For birth-2 years and their grownup. Fifteen name tags (children only) 
will be available at the Youth Desk beginning 30 minutes prior to the event. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Fall Storytime and Painting
Wednesday, November 16 • 10:30-11 am, 11:30 am-Noon
North and South Meeting Rooms
Listen to Goodbye Summer, Hello Autumn and paint fall colors in your own 
creation. For 2-6 years and their grownups. Fifteen name tags (children only) will 
be available at the Youth Desk beginning 30 minutes prior to the event.

__________________________________________________________________________________

1K Club Celebration  
Saturday, September 24 • 10:30-11 am  
2nd Floor Atrium East     
Past, present, and future members of 1K Club, a challenge to read 1,000 books 
before kindergarten, are invited to a special educational program with live animals 
from The Flying Fox Conservation Fund. For birth-5 years and their grownups.  



FRIENDS
Used Book Sales
Bimonthly in the basement of the library.

Saturday, September 17 • 9 am-2 pm
Sunday, September 18 • 1-4 pm (most items $10 a bag)
Saturday, November 12 • 9 am-2 pm
Friday, November 25 • 1-4 pm (during the library’s Holiday Walk) 

Visit the expanded Used Book Nook in the lobby next to The Cafe. 
Most items are $2 for adult books and $1 for children’s books.

Book Donations
Book donations for used-book sales are accepted at the Library 
Services Desk at any time. If you have a large donation, please 
contact Dennis McCarthy, Building Engineer, at 630-790-6765 
to schedule a drop-off appointment. We prefer quality adult 
and children’s books in good condition and cannot accept 
encyclopedias, magazines, or damaged, musty, or outdated 
materials. 

For more information on Friends activities, visit gepl.org/friends. 
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CAFE
Over the summer, The Cafe featured 
seasonal summer ingredients in the 
Burrata, antipasto, and cucumber and 
tomato salads, summer garden vegetable 
and cucumber gazpacho soups, and 
strawberry shortcake and peach pie and 
cobbler. Come in this fall for new seasonal 
cool weather specials from Chef Rob!

CAFE MENU
630-790-6772 

Community Cupboard
The Community Cupboard is a door-less cabinet in the lobby near 
the Library Services Desk that contains free items available to any-
one who needs them. Available items vary depending on donations. 
The containers are intentionally not labeled, and the bins are clear 
so that people can identify the contents. People are encouraged 
to help themselves to items 
they need. For more information 
visit gepl.org/cupboard or email 
communitycupboard@gepl.org.

FOUNDATION

Save the Date!  
Friday, April 28, 2023 

Glen Ellyn Library Foundation Fundraising Event
Celebrating 25 Years: 1998-2023 
Ginkgo Room at The Morton Arboretum

DONATE 
VIA PAYPAL


