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If you have visited the library (and I hope you have) in the past few months, you 
may have noticed some changes!  

Elevator Improvements
If while you were in the library the elevator in the lobby was out of service or 
was busier than normal, or if you noticed the POD in the parking lot, these 
changes are part of our elevator modernization! The systems that run elevators 
have a life expectancy of 20-25 years before industry experts recommend 
“modernization” to improve reliability, safety, energy-efficiency, comfort, and 
appearance. Elevator modernization helps ensure that elevators have the latest 
safety features and accessibility standards. 

Because the modernization of each elevator takes several months, you may 
be asked to use the freight elevator on the north side of the building past 
the North and South Meeting Rooms. Thank you for your patience with this 
important project!  

Our current library building opened in 1995, making both elevators 27 years old. 
Reduced usage during the pandemic and our regular maintenance program 
extended our elevators’ reliable service beyond the normal interval, but now it 
is time to modernize our two elevators. During modernization, in each elevator, 
technicians replace

• the  controller that moves the elevator between floors, 
• hoist machines and motors that do the heavy lifting 
• electrical wiring and emergency phone 
• paneling and buttons on the interior of the elevator cab 

Electronic Message Board Monument Sign  
An exciting project outside the library is the addition of a new electronic 
message board monument sign on the parkway near the corner of Duane and 
Prospect. The new sign will identify the building and include our street number. 
The sign can also be programmed to share information about the materials, 
programs, and services we offer.  

Coming Soon! 65 S Park Lockers and Book Drop 
Another exciting project off-site is the addition of new remote library lockers 
and a book drop at the Glen Ellyn Police Department at 65 S. Park Boulevard. 
These new remote services will provide increased accessibility for community 
members who do not live in close proximity to the library building. Soon, 
cardholders will be able to place holds for library materials, request Glen Ellyn 
Public Library 65 S Park Lockers as their pickup location, and be notified when 
item(s) are available for pickup. Because the police department is open 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, items can be picked up and returned any time at 
this location. 

If you have questions about any of the information above, or anything else about 
the library, please email me at director@gepl.org or phone 630-790-6760. 

—Dawn Bussey
Executive Director

Library Maintenance, 
Improvements, and Expansion

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS
History of the Christmas Tree  
Saturday, December 17 • 10:30-11:30 am
2nd Floor Atrium East
Karen Hall, Executive Director of the Glen Ellyn 
Historical Society, will examine the origins of 
celebrating Christmas with trees by looking at 
different types of trees, ornaments, and lighting 
used on Christmas trees throughout history. 
Discuss famous trees, such as the National 
Christmas Tree and the Rockefeller Center Tree 
and compare international Christmas tree traditions.
____________________________________________________

Keep It Under Wraps  
Saturday, December 17 • Noon-4 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Do you need a place away from curious eyes to 
wrap presents? The library will provide a room, 
scissors, tape, donated gift bags, ribbon, boxes, 
and wrapping paper. Go Green Glen Ellyn and the 
Environmental Commission will also provide ideas 
for how to re-use wrapping materials and found or 
unconventional gift wrapping supplies. Donations of 
gift bags, ribbon, and shirt boxes will be accepted at 
the Youth Desk beginning Thursday, December 1. 
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Interactive Storytelling Honoring 
Martin Luther King, Jr.   
Wednesday, January 11 • 7-8 pm 
North and South Meeting Rooms
Presenter Oba William King will 
conduct an interactive presentation 
featuring excerpts from famous 
speeches by Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and audience members will have 
the opportunity to share personal 
experiences and memories
about  Dr. King. 

_________________________________________________________________________

Adult

Trivia Night
Thursdays • 7-9 pm
December 1, 15; January 5, 19; February 2, 16
The Beer Cellar, 488 Crescent Boulevard
Grab some friends or head out by yourself to The Beer Cellar Glen Ellyn 
for live trivia with a different theme each week. For age 21 and up.
_________________________________________________________________________

First Friday Matinees  
Fridays • 1:30-3:30 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Watch classic films and enjoy complimentary drinks and snacks.

December 2: Miracle on 34th Street (1947)
January 6: Some Like It Hot (1959)
February 3: Lilies of the Field (1963)
_________________________________________________________________________

Tech Help One-on-One  
Appointments available at calendar.gepl.org or by calling the 
2nd Floor Information Desk at 630-790-6630.
Get hands-on instruction with your tablet, smartphone, or laptop to learn 
how to operate your device or get Microsoft, Apple, or Google platform 
software help in a 45-minute one-on-one appointment with library staff. 
_________________________________________________________________________

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT
These events made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries offering high-quality events. 

Midwest Baking with Shauna Sever  
Tuesday, December 13 • 7-8 pm • Webinar
Join Shauna Sever, cookbook author, TV and radio contributor, and 
daughter of the great Midwest, for this special Illinois Libraries Present 
holiday season event. Shauna will share her love of food, baking, and 
some tips to make your holiday gatherings delicious.

Inciting Joy: A Conversation with Ross Gay  
Wednesday, January 11 • 7-8 pm • Webinar
Kick off your new year with a conversation about joy with best-selling 
essayist and award-winning poet Ross Gay. An exploration of the joy 
we incite when we turn our attention to what we love and what brings us 
together, Ross will discuss his most recent collection of essays, Inciting 
Joy, with performance poet Dan “Sully” Sullivan.

Donuts & BINGO
Thursdays • 10:30-11:30 am
December 8, January 12, February 9
Main Street Recreation Center, 501 Hill Avenue
Visit with friends over coffee and donuts while playing 
everyone’s favorite game. Bingo will be free to play, and games 
will start at 10:30 am. One bingo card per participant. Coffee, 
donuts, and bingo cards will be provided, and prizes will be 
awarded to winners. Offered in partnership with the Glen Ellyn 
Park District. 
_______________________________________________________________

Preserving Home Movies    
Tuesday, January 10 • 6:30-8:30 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Many home movie formats, including film reels, video tapes, 
and DVDs, are difficult to view, edit, or share. Adam Pratt, 
Chief Memory Officer at Chaos to Memories, will discuss best 
practices for timeless storage of your home movies.
_______________________________________________________________

Vitalant Blood Drive  
Monday, January 16 • 1-7 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Schedule your donation appointment at vitalant.org or call 
877-25-VITAL. Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are 
recommended.
_______________________________________________________________

Glenbard Parent Series (GPS)
Noonday Demon: An Anatomy of Depression
Wednesday, January 18 • 7-8 pm • Webinar
Feeling sad or depressed is a normal reaction to life’s 
challenges. But when intense feelings of helplessness, 
hopelessness, or worthlessness last for many days, there 
may be something more. Professor Andrew Solomon, the 
acclaimed author of The Noonday Demon, winner of the 
National Book Award and a Pulitzer Prize finalist, returns to 
GPS to eloquently describe the agony of depression—as well 
as the reasons for hope. 
_______________________________________________________________

No Shush Salon: Open Mic with Guest Performers  
Thursdays • 6:30-9 pm • 2nd Floor Round Window Area
The library is thrilled to have an open mic where local creative 
types can share their works-in-progress or newly finished 
endeavors. Each person will have 10 minutes to sing, dance, 
read, recite—whatever they choose. Spectators are welcome 
and appreciated.

January 26 Featured Reader: Tom Montgomery Fate
Tom is professor emeritus at College of DuPage, where he 
taught creative writing and literature courses for more than 30 
years, and author of six books of creative nonfiction.

February 23 Featured Reader: James Madigan
James is an emerging poet, retired librarian, and adjunct faculty 
at Illinois Institute of Technology, whose poetry is informed by 
his political activism.
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What is the Maker Movement and Where Do I Join?! 
The maker movement in libraries is about teaching our patrons to think for themselves, to think creatively, and to look for do-it-yourself 
solutions before running off to the store. In short, a makerspace is a place where people come together to create with technology. 

—From “What is a Makerspace? Creativity in the Library”, American Library Association, December 20, 2012 

You may have participated in a library poll over the summer that 
asked “Are you familiar with the term makerspace?” Only 30% of the 
people who responded to the poll answered with a resounding “Yes! 
Where can I find one?” Hopefully, the information below will leave 
you well-versed in all things makerspace! 
____________________________________________________________________

The purpose of having a makerspace is to present people with 
an opportunity to explore their interests through hands-on, 
creative projects. Makerspaces create a culture of curiosity 
and creativity, encouraging its users to learn about a variety of 
technology as well as craft making. 

—From Library Makerspaces 
Spark Creativity, Feb 24, 2021 

____________________________________________________________________

Many libraries have spaces for design and activities that teach and 
empower patrons—these are their makerspaces. We talked to (well, 
really emailed) a few libraries to find out how their makerspaces 
work and what they have learned since they started. Their answers 
to our questions are included below. 

Maker Studio: Linda Sokol Francis Brookfield Library 
Contact: Alan Ortiz, Space Opened: July 2021 
What is the most popular maker equipment in your space
right now? 
Easily the Cricut Maker. 

What is the most commonly made item? 
Cutouts used on t-shirts and bags. 
 
Do activities in the space tend to be experimentation or 
something else? 
Both. Some members either like testing the waters of what can be 
made or are just curious about the space. 
 
What is the age range of your makerspace users? 
Mainly younger to middle-aged adults, though makers of all ages 
have used the space. Members must be at least 12 years old to be 
certified in the studio. 

Makery: Elmhurst Public Library 
Contact: Bryan Bednarek, Space Opened: July 2017  
 
What is the most popular maker equipment in your space
right now?  
Laser cutter, Sublimation, Cricuts  
 
What is the most commonly made item?  
Laser etched wooden cutting boards, laser etched glassware, 
sublimation shirts  

Do activities in the space tend to be experimentation or 
something else?  
Experimentation is embedded in everything we do. Patrons arrive 
expecting to leave with a perfect finished product. Often they 
do. Every time they leave with an appreciation for the process of 
making. We reassure everyone that failure is an essential part
of learning.  
 
What is the age range of your makerspace users?  
All ages. 6th grade and up are allowed alone, younger patrons 
require adult supervision. 
 
Studio 300: Fountaindale Public Library District 
Contact: Jack Gonzalez, Space Opened: March 2013 

What is the most popular maker equipment in your space
right now? 
3D printers and silhouette vinyl cutter 
 
What is the most commonly made item? 
3D prints and t-shirts 
 
Do activities in the space tend to be experimentation or 
something else? 
We invite patrons to create projects and experiment with the 
machines. Patrons started a DIY club where they come every 3rd 
Thursday of the month and take over the makerspace with patron-
led projects. All we do is help troubleshoot the machines. 

What is the age range of your makerspace users? 
Our makerspace is used mainly by adults. We require parental 
consent for anyone under 17 to use the makerspace.  

Launch Pad: Indian Trails Public Library District 
Contact: Liz Poppenhouse, Space Opened: 2017 

What is the most popular maker equipment in your space
right now?  
The laser cutter is definitely our most popular tool, followed slightly 
by the 3D printer.      
 
What is the most commonly made item?  
Items made using the laser cutter, usually gifts for other people
 
Do activities in the space tend to be experimentation or 
something else?  
Both. We have exploration kits and we always have a DIY Try project. 
 
What is the age range of your makerspace users?  
Age 3 and up. 
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MAKERS IN TRAINING
Personalize a Holiday Keepsake  
4-5 pm • Youth Program Room
Wednesday, December 7: For grades k-5
Thursday, December 8: For grades 6-8
Use the laser engraver  to add your name or other custom 
text to wood or acrylic to create a unique gift. 
__________________________________________________________

3D Printing: Minecraft  
Tuesday, January 10; Wednesday, January 11 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
3D-print your own Minecraft character in this introductory 
design class. Learn the basics of 3D modeling, including 
how to build, save, and export your design. For grades 2-5.

Everyone

Maker Studio: Arlington Heights Memorial Library 
Contact: Chris Krueger, Space Opened: September 2021

What is the most popular maker equipment in your space
right now? 
By far our laser cutters are the most used equipment. Followed by 
sewing equipment and vinyl cutters. 

What is the most commonly made item? 
Laser engraved glassware and YETI cups make up a lot of what 
we see. Also, sublimation mugs, heat press vinyl shirts, and nearly 
endless 3D prints (averaging about 100 a month). 
 
Do activities in the space tend to be experimentation or 
something else? 
We see a mix of experimentation, “production” (10 shirts for a block 
party), and even some business prototyping and branding. We have 
at least one salesman who comes in to customize gifts for new 
clients on a regular basis. 
 
What is the age range of your makerspace users? 
We designed the space to focus on adult makers and entrepreneurs 
and that’s largely the group we’ve captured. We do welcome our 
kids, tween, and teen librarians in to use the facility, but Makerplace 
staff are focused on adult programming.

Architect’s renderings of The Workshop: A community makerspace

Instantly borrow digital video (movies and TV shows), music, 
audiobooks, ebooks and comics, 24/7 with your library card. 

Where Can I Use hoopla? 
Visit hoopla’s Patron Support—FAQs page at hoopladigital.com/
help for answers to questions about using hoopla on your computer, 
on your TV, and in your car!  

On your computer or mobile device  
• Android - How can I hide or delete my history? 
• iOS - How can I force close and re-open the app? What iOS 

versions are supported with hoopla? 
• Website Basics - How do I get Audiobooks & Music to work on 

my browser? 
 
In your car (Supported Devices) 

• Apple CarPlay - Do you support Apple CarPlay? 
• Android Auto - Do you support Android Auto? 

On your TV
 Android TV - How do I turn on Kids Mode on Android TV? 

• Apple TV – How do I install the Apple TV app? How do I sync 
a hoopla account with the Apple TV app? How do I turn on 
closed captions? 

• Fire TV - What versions of Fire TV are supported? 
• Roku - How do I add the Roku channel? 
• Smart TVs - Do you support Smart TVs?  

 
hoopla’s FAQ information also includes answers to 
questions about  

• App permissions 
• BingePass 
• Closed Captions 
• Content Policy 
• Error Messages 
• Flex vs Instant Borrows 

• Holds 
• Kids Mode 
• Registration 
• Supported Devices 
• Title Requests 
• Troubleshooting

HOLIDAY HOOPLA
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Adult Reading Recommendations 

Great Book Club Titles
From Maggie Thomann, Adult Department Director 
and Brenna Murphy, Readers’ Advisory Librarian 

Glen Ellyn Public Library loves to support and celebrate book clubs! With book 
copies and discussion guides for local clubs, it’s about bringing people together to 
build community and discuss books. If you’re not a member of a club yourself, you 
may also enjoy these titles.  

According to Readers’ Advisory Librarian Brenna Murphy, great book club titles 
have an engaging storyline, complex characters, a good twist, and an aspect that 
challenges your beliefs, like a character from a different background or a setting that 
is somewhere you’ve never been. Popular book club titles also teach you something 
new and hold your attention because they have good pacing and are well-written. 

The Many Daughters of Afong Moy by Jamie Ford 
Dorothy Moy has a unique gift: she can access the lives of her female ancestors. In 
this transgenerational story we meet Afong Moy, the first Chinese woman to come 
to America; Greta Moy, a tech executive, and other ancestors of Dorothy as she 
works through the generational trauma these women have experienced. This is a 
read for fans of historical fiction, magical realism, mental health themes, and richly 
drawn characters. 

The Sentence by Louise Erdrich 
The accomplished and award winning Erdrich returns with her newest novel. The 
story of a ghost who haunts a bookstore in Minneapolis is set against the backdrop 
of all that 2020 wrought, from pandemic to racial reckoning. When Flora died on All 
Souls’ Day, she categorically refused to leave the store, and new employee Tookie, 
who took the job after years of reading voraciously while incarcerated, must wrestle 
with and decipher what is happening both in the store and in the larger world. 
Profound and stunning, the book offers hope, personal redemption, and love in the 
face of tragedy.  

West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge 
A funny, adventure-filled, and heartwarming tale based on the true story of two 
giraffes that survived a hurricane and captured the imagination of Depression-era 
America. Young Woodrow is tasked with transporting the giraffes by truck to the 
San Diego Zoo, a twelve-day trip filled with memorable people and places. The story 
alternates between Woody’s later years as an aged veteran, and the memories of 
his unforgettable experiences.   

The Invisible Life of Addie Larue by V. E. Schwab 
Have you ever wished you could live forever? Young Addie, who lives in eighteenth-
century France, gets that wish, but then faces the unexpected cost of being 
forgotten by everyone she meets. Her astonishing life plays out over multiple time 

periods, continents, and places as she works to make 
her mark in the world. An intricate, adventure-filled, and 
entertaining story featuring a character that readers 
won’t soon forget.

BOOK DISCUSSION
Thursday Evening Book Club  
Thursdays • 7-8 pm 
North and South Meeting Rooms
Copies of book discussion titles are available on 
the 2nd floor near the study rooms, or you can 
request a copy for pickup at the drive-up window 
by calling the 2nd Floor Information Desk at 
630-790-6630 or emailing reference@gepl.org.

December 8
Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir
January 12
The Book of Hope by Jane Goodall
February 9
The Many Daughters of Afong Moy by Jamie Ford
__________________________________________________

Winter Nonfiction Book Discussion    
Friday, January 27 • 1-2 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Discuss Smoke Gets In Your Eyes: And Other 
Lessons from the Crematory by Caitlin Doughty. 
This memoir of a crematorium worker turned 
mortician explores the history of undertaking 
as well as how the fear of death and dying have 
shaped our society. Copies of book are available 
on the 2nd floor near the study rooms, or you can 
request a copy for pickup at the drive-up window 
by calling the 2nd Floor Information Desk at 
630-790-6630 or emailing reference@gepl.org.
__________________________________________________

FOR KIDS
Bluestem Book Club   
Tuesdays • Youth Program Room
December 13, January 17, February 21
Noon-1 pm: For homeschool grades 3-5
6-7 pm: For grades 3-5 
Discuss one of the books on the 2023 Illinois 
Bluestem Award Master List each month while 
eating pizza supplied by the library, or bring your 
own meal. Copies of the monthly title will be 
available at the Youth Desk. For grades 3-5.
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Adult/Youth

Youth Reading 
Recommendations 
Books About Kid 
Writers, to Inspire the 
Writer in Everyone!
From Kate Easley, Youth Librarian

Legal Tips for 
Indie Authors  
Tuesday, February 7 • 7-8 pm  
North and South Meeting Rooms
There’s more to self-publishing than 
writing and creating a book. How 
do pen names work with royalty 
checks? How do you validate your 
identity to publishers to get paid? 
How do you protect your work? Indie 
author Gwen Tolios will share general 
knowledge about the legal aspects 
of self-publishing she has gained 
through her personal experience as 
an indie author. Note: Tolios is not a 
lawyer and will not offer protected 
legal advice.  

Some Writer!: The Story of E. B. White 
by Melissa Sweet

Yasmin the Writer by Saadia Faruqi

The Secret Diary of Mona Hasan 
by Salma Hussain

The Word Collector 
by Peter H. Reynolds

To Tell You the Truth by Beth Vrabel

“Libraries are where it all begins.” 

—Rita Dove
American Poet and Essayist

The library-author relationship goes far 
beyond serving as a storage place for their 
books. Through programs and workshops, 
networking groups, National Novel Writing 
Month (NaNoWriMo), special collections, 
and writing space, libraries help support and 
nurture local authors, while also serving as 
a connection point with their readers. The 
library provides support for writers of every 
type and experience level—below are a 
few examples. 

Emerging Authors Collection 
Selected donated books written by authors 
who are residents of the greater Chicago 
metropolitan area, or whose books are set 
in metropolitan Chicago. Titles appear on 
the shelf at Glen Ellyn Public Library and are 
available to readers at over 100 libraries in 
our consortium. 

PressBooks 
Digital resource that allows authors to self-
publish novels, memoirs, poetry, cookbooks, 
and children’s books into professional 
ebook and print-ready formats for public or 
private use.  

Soon To Be Famous: The Illinois 
Author Project 
Three contests for authors who reside in 
Illinois: Manuscript Project for Authors, De la 
Página a la Fama, and Illinois Author Project 
for Indie and Self-published Authors.   

INTERVIEW WITH 
AUTHOR GWEN TOLIOS 
Librarian Jeanine Vaughn caught up with 
Gwen Tolios, a Chicago-area indie author 
who will provide Legal Tips for Indie Authors 
in the North and South Meeting Rooms on 
Tuesday, February 7 from 7-8 pm.

Jeanine: How has the library been a resource 
for you as a writer? 

Gwen: It’s been tremendously helpful in 
several ways. I always enjoy writing programs 

at libraries —author talks, critique groups—
but it’s also a good place to simply write. I 
cannot say how many words I’ve written in 
the library study room—including my novel 
that came out this past summer! 

Jeanine: What other resources have been 
valuable to you? 

Gwen: Hands down other writers. Indie 
creators of any sort are trying new things, 
building communities. I’m part of a few writing 
communities—the local National Novel 
Writing Region, a group called The Writing 
Journey the library has co-sponsored for 
years. But also online groups too—there’s 
a few podcasts and FB writers’ groups 
that always have good advice and get my 
mind churning with ideas (be they plots or 
marketing plans). 

Jeanine: What advice would you give an 
emerging author as they’re just starting out? 

Gwen: Don’t be afraid to try things. I tend to 
over-think, over-analyze, and over-research a 
lot of things before I get going on something. 
It’s delayed me in writing and publishing in the 
past, but it’s a mindset I’m trying to overcome. 
The indie industry as a whole moves fast, and 
you never know how things work until you put 
something out there. So, write that rough first 
draft, create the ugly cover in Canva. Just do 
something. 

Jeanine: What advice would you give an 
emerging author as they begin their 
publishing journey?
 
Gwen: Limit how often you look at sales data. 
Looking at the sales count, or pages read, 
or Amazon rankings will drive you mad and 
will most likely impact the reason why many 
authors write—because we enjoy it! 
  
Jeanine: Do you have any other tips or tricks 
you’d like to share?  

Gwen: There’s a reader for every story but 
finding them can be difficult. Know the lingo 
and tropes of your niches, that will help you 
find readers and readers find your book. 

Libraries + Writers
By Maggie Thomann, Adult Department Director
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STORYTIME 
Together Time
January 10-March 1 • Youth Program Room
Every Tuesday • 9:30-10 am, 10:30-11 am
Every Wednesday • 9:30-10 am, 10:30-11 am, 7-7:30 pm
Saturdays • January 28, February 25 • 10:30-11 am
Dynamic session promoting child and grownup bonding through 
creating, singing, playing, and sharing stories together. Twenty 
name tags (children only) will be available at the Youth Desk 
beginning 30 minutes prior to the program start time. For kids of 
all ages and their grownups.
__________________________________________________________________

Adaptive Storytime
Friday, January 6 • 10:30-11 am
Youth Program Room 
Enjoy stories, songs, and rhymes in an environment with 
adaptations for children who have disabilities. Ten name tags 
(children only) will be available at the Youth Desk beginning 30 
minutes prior to the program start time. For kids of all ages and 
their grownups.
__________________________________________________________________

Nature Storytime and Craft
Fridays • January 27, February 24 • 10:30-11 am
North and South Meeting Rooms
A guest presenter from The Morton Arboretum will share fun nature 
stories that highlight how weather, trees, and animals change with 
the season. Twenty name tags  (children only) will be available at the 
Youth Desk beginning 30 minutes prior to the program start time. 
For age 2-6 and their grownups.

Adult Learning About Kids 
Why You Need these Great Reads in Your 
Classroom: 2022 Edition  
6:30-7:30 pm • North and South Meeting Rooms
Tuesday, January 24: For birth-grade 2
Tuesday, January 31: For grades 3-8
Discuss youth titles published in 2022 that are 
recommended by library staff. One free CPDU and/or 
Gateways credit awarded upon request. Gateways 
offered in collaboration with CASE DuPage.                    

It Takes a Village: Communicate with Love  
Monday, February 13 • 7-8  pm • Youth Program Room 
Learn strategies to communicate effectively with all of the 
different children in your life! Pediatric neuropsychologist 
Dr. Larson from Marvelous Minds will help parents, 
teachers, and caregivers identify different ways of 
expressing affection and use them to effectively 
communicate with children and teens. A recording of this 
program will be available on the library’s YouTube channel.

HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
YOUNG ADULT

PRACTICE PEACE AND CALM 
Zen Studying: Coping Skills to Prep for Finals  
Monday, December 5 • 6-7 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Dr. Kymberly Larson of Marvelous Minds will discuss skills and 
strategies for studying that can lessen anxiety and increase 
retention and enjoyment. In partnership with Reality Illinois. 
For high school students and the adults who support them.

Glenbard Parent Series (GPS)
Zen Parenting: Caring for Ourselves and Our Children
in an Unpredictable World 
Tuesday, December 6 • Noon-1 pm, 7-8 pm • Webinar
Author Cathy Cassani Adams returns to GPS to discuss parenting 
issues such as school pressure, self-care, emotional intelligence, 
and mental health—while offering concrete examples and 
strategies to help everyone achieve their best life as a parent. 
Participants will learn to access their emotions to facilitate 
genuine meaningful communication and explore mindfulness
and meditation. 

____________________________________________________________________

Study Haven for High School Exams 
6-8:30 pm • 2nd Floor of the Library
Tuesday, December 13 through Thursday, December 15
Enjoy snacks, drinks, and time with trained therapy dogs while you 
prepare for exams. For high school students. 

____________________________________________________________________

How Money Works  
Wednesdays • January 11, February 8 • 7-8 pm
Shakespeare Room     
Mary Ann Galicia of HowMoneyWorks will help you set financial 
health goals for 2023. Topics will include foundations of global 
financial literacy (earn, spend, save and invest, borrow, and protect), 
compound interest, and wealth equivalency (the savings and 
interest rate required to match the annual income you could earn 
from a business). For high school and college students and the 
adults who support them.

____________________________________________________________________

How to Build a Gaming Computer  
Wednesday, January 25 • 6:30-7:30 pm
North and South Meeting Rooms
Learn how to build your own Windows PC for gaming. Ethan Flores, 
an experienced builder and gamer, will discuss hardware, software 
upkeep, retro gaming, and internet safety. Each participant will have 
a chance to win a Raspberry Pi SSD (solid state drive) unit. The 
winner must be present to win. For high school students.
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High School/Youth

Kindness Club  
December 1-15 
Donate new, unopened, travel-sized toiletry items, hand/toe 
warmers, and one-size-fits-all knitted hats and gloves to be used 
to help stock the Community Cupboard in the lobby of the library 
(gepl.org/community-cupboard). Donations may be dropped off 
at the Youth Desk, where donors will receive a token of gratitude.

Spark’s Snow Day  
Saturday, January 21 • 10:30-11:15 am  
2nd Floor Atrium East
Snow came early in Firefly Grove this year, so Spark the Firefly gets 
to experience her first snow day! Join Spark as she learns all about 
snow, hibernation, and exciting winter activities like sledding and 
ice skating. Spark’s Snow Day includes puppets, original music, 
interactive movement and lots of winter fun for families! The show 
is ideal for ages 2-6, but has something for all ages to enjoy.

It’s Thank You Season!
By Katy Schaper
Early Literacy Librarian

I’m a big believer in the magic of thank-you notes. I love picking 
them out, writing them, sending them—I even enjoy picking out the 
stamps! Thank-you notes are usually a pop of color and fun among 
bills and junk mail. Yes, I still send them via snail mail in our digital 
world. Emily Post, etiquette expert, says: “Handwritten notes still have 
a personality, warmth and, when needed, gravitas that computer 
screens don’t.” 

With holidays like Hannukah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa approaching, 
chances are that you will receive a gift this season. Thank-you notes 
can be a perfect way to celebrate relationships and express gratitude 
to your friends and family. For young children, creating a thank-you 
note offers great early literacy and social emotional learning 
opportunities!  

These are my favorite ways to enrich the thank-you note experience:
  

• Create your own. Even children who can’t yet write can scribble! 
Get some crayons and have a child scribble or draw their thank 
you. Scribbling is the first step to learning how to write and hold 
a writing utensil. Grownups can add a quick thank you to the 
scribbles and send it off as a thank-you note.  

• Learn how to address an envelope. Sending a thank-you note 
can be a good opportunity for children to learn where the stamp, 
mailing address, and return address are placed on an envelope. 
Ask whether children know their own or other important 
addresses. 

• Pace yourself. It’s important to send thank-you notes in a timely 
manner, but it’s just as important to take breaks to help children 
enjoy the process. Doing too much in one sitting can make 
thank-you notes a frustrating experience. 

• Have kids sign their own name. The small size of a thank you 
note can help children practice getting their letters smaller and 
closer together.  

• Appreciate the impact. After completing a thank-you note, read 
it aloud. Hearing the message can help children understand the 
full impact of the gesture. Reading the final product aloud can 
even be valuable for children who are able to write thank-you 
notes on their own.  

What are you waiting for? Give it a try! Find out whether writing 
thank-you notes gives your family joy and deepens your relationships 
this season. 

___________________________________________________________________

Baby, Meet Baby   
Thursdays • December 1, 8, 15 • 9:30-10 am
Youth Program Room
Meet other babies and their grownups in a small group setting. 
Fifteen name tags (children only) will be available at the Youth 
Desk beginning 30 minutes prior to the program start time. 
For birth-24 months and their grownups.

___________________________________________________________________

Get Up and Groove: Holiday Edition
Monday, December 19 • 10:30-11 am 
Tuesday, December 20 • 4:30-5 pm 
Youth Program Room
Dance and sing along to holiday tunes! Fifteen name tags (children 
only) will be available at the Youth Desk beginning 30 minutes prior 
to the program start time. For pre-k.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Food and Fun  
Thursdays • 4-5  pm
December 1, January 5, February 2
Youth Program Room
Taste candy canes, popcorn, and pizza and have some 
food-related fun. For grades 6-8.
________________________________________________________

Made in The Middle   
Thursdays • 4-5 pm • The Middle
Craft something new each month. For grades 6-8.

December 15: Paper Stars
January 19: Cocoa Lotion Bars
February 16: Painted Valentines
________________________________________________________

Wreck This Journal  
Tuesday, January 3 • 4-4:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Inspired by Wreck This Journal by Keri Smith, create 
your own journal with prompts like “drag this book 
through a mud puddle” and “spill a drink here” that end 
up destroying it! Not everything needs to be perfect, so 
enjoy some destructive creations. For grades 6-8.

Morning Movies
10:30 am • Youth Program Room
Take a midweek break and watch a movie with us! Bring your blankets, 
pillows, and stuffies and settle in for a fun film. For kids of all ages and 
their grownups.   
Tuesday, December 27: Abominable (Rated PG, 97 min.)
Wednesday, December 28: Frozen Sing-along (Rated PG, 108 min.)
Thursday, December 29: The Bad Guys (Rated PG, 100 min.)
_______________________________________________________________________

Code Your Own Video Game with Scratch  
Monday, January 23; Tuesday, January 24 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Design your own video game in an online coding program. Create 
a catching game with falling objects, characters, and a custom 
background as you level up your coding skills. Experience with Scratch 
is preferred. For grades 3-5.
_______________________________________________________________________

OneInMath  
Sundays • 2:30-3:30 pm 
January 29-April 23 (excluding March 26, April 9)  
North and South Meeting Rooms
OneInMath is a free program run by high school volunteers to empower 
the love of math in students in grade k-3. Visit oneinmath.com to register 
or to sign up to volunteer.
_______________________________________________________________________

Engineering Club
Tuesdays • February 7, 14, 21, 28 • 4-4:30 pm
Youth Program Room
Design, build, and participate in weekly build challenges using LEGO® 
blocks and other materials. For grades k-2.
_______________________________________________________________________

Technology Learn and Play
Wednesday, February 8 • Youth Program Room
1-2  pm: For homeschool ages 3-12
4-5 pm: For ages 3-12
Drop in to explore robotics and coding with technology like Ozobot, 
Sphero, Snap Circuits and more! Try all of the options or spend extra 
time with your favorite! Children under 7, please bring your grownup.
_______________________________________________________________________

Don’t Let the Pigeon Run the Party!  
Monday, February 20 • 9:30-10 am, 11-11:30 am
Youth Program Room
Are you a fan of author Mo Willems’ books? This party will celebrate his 
many unforgettable characters. The Pigeon will probably want to run 
things, but we can’t let that happen! For grades k-2.
_______________________________________________________________________

Yer A Wizard, Harry! Wand Coding Program  
Wednesday, February 22; Thursday, February 23 • 4-5 pm
Youth Program Room
Make magic without even going to Hogwarts! Using a Kano Coding 
Wand Kit, explore fun Harry Potter-themed activities by waving, 
twisting, and twirling coding wands. For grades 3-5.

Do you know a child who loves stickers? 
Sticker Club is a great way for kids in grades k-8 to 
earn stickers for reading! Between October and 
April each year, kids can sign up at the Youth Desk to 
receive a Sticker Album and a Sticker Club Log. Keep 
track of the days you read and earn a sticker for every 
seven days logged!

STICKER CLUB
GLEN ELLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Glen Ellyn Public Library
400 Duane Street
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137
630-469-0879  |  gepl.org

Direct Dial
2nd Floor Information Desk: 630-790-6630
Youth Desk: 630-790-6620
Library Services Desk: 630-790-6600
Cafe: 630-790-6772

Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am-9 pm
Friday: 9 am-6 pm
Saturday: 9 am-5 pm
Sunday: 1-5 pm

Executive Director
Dawn Bussey
630-790-6760 | director@gepl.org

Board of Trustees
Molly McGinnis Knapke, President
Tim Brinker, Vice President
Molly Hoerster, Secretary
Karen Volk, Treasurer
Maryanne Deaton, Trustee
Erin Micklo, Trustee
Susan Stott, Trustee

Winter Closures
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day
Saturday, December 31: New Year’s Eve 
(close at 1 pm) 
Sunday, January 1: New Year’s Day

Accessibility
The Glen Ellyn Public Library encourages 
persons with disabilities to participate in its 
programs and activities. If you anticipate needing 
any type of accommodation or have questions 
about the physical access provided, please call 
630-469-0879 in advance of your participation or 
visit. More at gepl.org/accessibility.

Promotion
Adults and children may be photographed and 
videotaped by library staff or their representatives 
in the course of library activities. The images may 
be used, without accompanying personal identi-
fication, in library publicity. If you have a concern 
about this policy, please contact library staff.

Youth/Middle School

Sometimes, you want a book that fills you with happiness and coziness, and a 
generally hopeful view of the entire world. But sometimes you want a book that 
entirely destroys your emotions—and leaves you all the better for it. There is just 
something about reading a book that makes you feel so deeply—it’s cathartic. 
Pain can be therapeutic in a lot of ways—especially when you can live through it 
vicariously in fictional characters. Below are of some of my favorite Middle School 
titles that have made me cry in public.

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera 
After enduring his father’s suicide, his own suicide attempt, 
broken friendships, and more in the Bronx projects, Aaron 
Soto, sixteen, is already considering the Leteo Institute’s 
memory-alteration procedure when his new friendship with 
Thomas turns to unrequited love. 

You’ve Reached Sam by Dustin Thao 
Seventeen-year-old Julie Clarke has her future all planned 
out—move out of her small town with her boyfriend Sam, 
attend college in the city, spend a summer in Japan. But then 
Sam dies. And everything changes.

 Far From the Tree by Robin Benway 
Teenagers Joaquin, Grace, and Maya are half-siblings with 
the same biological mother. But they don’t actually meet until 
Grace goes looking for them (and their birth mother) after she 
gives up her own baby for adoption.

The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 
After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is 
convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must have been 
a rare jellyfish sting—things don’t just happen for no reason. 
Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a 
plan to prove her theory—even if it means traveling the 
globe alone.

 I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys 
In a country governed by isolation, fear, and a tyrannical 
dictator, seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu is blackmailed 
by the secret police to become an informer. Cristian decides 
to use his position to try to outwit his handler, undermine the 
regime, give voice to fellow Romanians, and expose to the 
world what is happening in his country.

Books That Will Make You Ugly Cry
By Beth Kirchenberg
Middle School Librarian

National Puzzle Day
Sunday, January 29 • Youth Department
Experience a variety of puzzles: jigsaw, crossword, word 
search, sudoku—to celebrate National Puzzle Day!
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CAFE
Enjoy fresh, seasonal ingredients at 
The Cafe this winter and warm up 
with your favorite hot coffee or tea. 
Chef Rob’s daily specials are only 
available while supply lasts, and 
they are a great treat to share during 
the holidays!

CAFE MENU
630-790-6772 

FRIENDS
Used Book Sales
Bimonthly in the basement of the library.

Saturday, January 21 • 9 am-2 pm
Saturday, March 18 • 9 am-2 pm
Sunday, March 19 • 1-4 pm (most items $10 a bag) 

Visit the Used Book Nook in the lobby next to The Cafe. Most 
items are $2 for adult books and $1 for children’s books.

Book Donations
Book donations for used-book sales are accepted at the 
Library Services Desk at any time. If you have a large donation, 
please contact Dennis McCarthy, Building Engineer, at 630-
790-6765 to schedule a drop-off appointment. We prefer 
quality adult and children’s books in good condition and cannot 
accept encyclopedias, magazines, or damaged, musty, or 
outdated materials. 

For more information on Friends activities, visit gepl.org/friends. 


